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THE RETURN OF JESUS TO RULE

To His disciples Jesus said, "And if I go and prepare a place (thrones in the realm of God) for you, I AM COMING AGAIN and I will take you to Myself, so that where I am you may be also  <John 14:3>". The next thing after Jesus' resurrection was to make preparations for His church to rule with Him a thousand years. Jesus began making this preparation from His Father's throne in the heavens.

John 14:3-4

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know." NKJV

History has shown that everything Jesus prophesied in Mat 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21 through the GREAT TRIBULATION upon Judah and Jerusalem has come to pass. There will never be another tribulation like it  <Matt. 24:21>. We should not confuse this tribulation with Jacob's trouble. Jacob's trouble and its terrible distresses began with the Assyrian captivity of Israel and will continue until the times of the Gentiles ruling over Jerusalem comes to an end  <Luke 21:24>. That will be when Jesus comes again to rule over Israel.

Matt 24:21

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. NKJV

Luke 21:24

24 And they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. NKJV

In Revelation chapters 4 through 6 John sees in vision the events leading up to the return of Jesus to rule. It begins with events of Jesus on His Father's throne. Jesus begins opening a scroll that is sealed with seven seals. The first five seals  <Rev. 6:1-8> are identical with events recorded in <Matt 24:4-9>. Because Jesus did not return to rule right after the great tribulation (the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem) all the events in the first five seals will be CONTINUING into the day of the Lord. Jesus did not return after the destruction of Jerusalem because the NATION of Judah did not repent  <Matt. 4:17 and Acts 3:17-21>. The account in Revelation is different from Matthew in that right after the fifth seal  <Matt. 24:9> the great tribulation is NOT MENTIONED as an event before the day of the Lord and the return of Jesus. That is because Revelation is WRITTEN TO THE CHURCH who was not to experience the great tribulation – they fled and escaped.

Rev 6:1-8

1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice like thunder, "Come and see." 2 And I looked, and behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 

3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, "Come and see." 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great sword. 

5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, "Come and see." So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil and the wine." 

7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come and see." 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the earth. NKJV

Matt 24:4-9

4 And Jesus answered and said to them: "Take heed that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. NKJV

Matt 4:17

17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." NKJV

Acts 3:17-21

17 Yet now, brethren, I know that you did it in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But those things which God foretold by the mouth of all His prophets, that the Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, 21 whom heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. NKJV

Matt 24:9-10

9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. NKJV

Can we pinpoint the return of Jesus, not in time, but in events? Yes, we can! Jerusalem will not suffer another great tribulation. The next event to happen in Jerusalem will be the signs in the heavens and the return of Jesus  <Matt. 24:29-31> and <Luke 21:25-26>. Notice in <Luke 21:27> it says, "And then they will SEE the Son of the Man coming IN A CLOUD with power and much glory.”

Matt 24:29-31

29 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. NKJV

Luke 21:25-26

25 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. NKJV

Luke 21:27

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. NKJV

The church never suffered the great tribulation of Jerusalem but instead it suffered great martyrdom  <Matt. 24:9 and         Rev. 6:9-11>. The next thing to happen to the church after the fifth seal martyrdom is the sixth seal which is the beginning of the day of the Lord and the return of Jesus. <Rev 6:12-17> says the same thing as <Mat 24:30-31> and <Luke 21:25-27> about the signs in the heavens and SEEING the Son of the Man except Revelation says it differently, "...hide us from FACE OF THE (ONE) SITTING UPON THE THRONE AND FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB! Because came the day the great of the wrath of Him and who is able to stand (see also <Luke 21:36>.” Revelation chapter 7 answers who is able to stand. The 144,000 and the innumerable multitude out of every tribe, nation, peoples and tongues will be able to be stood. Matthew 24 and Luke 21 only prophesy up to the sign in the heavens and the coming of Jesus, the sixth seal. Matthew has nothing to say about the seventh seal which is the seven events (trumpets) in the day of the Lord. According to Revelation Jesus returns in the sixth seal BEFORE any of the seven trumpet events in the day of the Lord. 
Matt 24:9

9 Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name's sake. NKJV

Rev 6:9-11

9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. NKJV

Rev 6:12-17

12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" NKJV

Matt 24:30-31

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. NKJV

Luke 21:25-28

25 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 26 men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. 27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near." NKJV

Luke 21:36-37

36 Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man." NKJV

AFTER JESUS RETURNS THE ORDER OF THE SEVEN TRUMPETS ARE:
1. The earth is struck with hail and fire mixed with blood and a third of trees and all the green grass is burned.

2. The sea is struck and a third of the sea becomes blood.

3. A third of rivers and springs of waters are made bitter and many men die.

4. A third of the sun, moon and stars are darkened.

5. All mankind who do not have the seal of God in their forehead will be tormented five months.

6. A third of mankind will be killed by three plagues.

7. Christ begins to REIGN as king over the earth  <Rev. 11:15-19> – He raises the dead church members and with the living church members changes them into spirit beings. Many religionists erroneously think the SEVENTH trumpet is the second return of Jesus. But in the seventh trumpet Jesus has already been present in the earth for about three years taking back His inheritance of the earth from Satan through six trumpet plagues. There is no evidence in scripture that EVERY eye will see Jesus  <Rev. 1:7> in the seventh trumpet or of any SIGN in the sun, moon and stars at that time. In the seventh trumpet the people of Jerusalem will see Jesus when He comes into Jerusalem  <Matt. 23:39> to set up His throne. The wicked will see Him on a white horse when He goes out to destroy them. There is only ONE GLORIOUS SECOND COMING OF JESUS as described in the SIXTH SEAL.

Rev 11:15-19

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

"We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth." 

19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. NKJV

Rev 1:7

7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. NKJV

Matt 23:39

39 for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!' "NKJV

There is other evidence that the sixth seal, composed of signs in the sun, moon and stars and a MANIFESTED God on a throne with the Lamb of God along side of Him, is the glorious visible event of Jesus second coming.

1. There is the use of the Greek word ”parousia" meaning beside coming or coming presence. "Parousia" means His sudden appearance and the continual approaching of Jesus to all the events He prophesied. After He appears He will continue COMING to the world through plagues to bring repentance and the destruction of Satan's system until He has total rule.

A. In <Mat 24:23-28> Jesus told His disciples not to believe the false christ’s who claim to be invisible in the desert or hidden in a room. No one can see them and no one is able to gather in the places where they claim to be. Then Jesus said, "For as the lightning comes from east and shines to west, thus will be the PAROUSIA (COMING PRESENCE) of the Son of the Man. For where ever the carcass may be, there the eagles will be gathered together." Jesus will SUDDENLY be MANIFESTED and will GATHER His living elect to a place upon this earth like the gathering of eagles upon a carcass. Eagles are not found in outer space so the gathering saints will be upon the earth.

Matt 24:23-28

23 Then if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the Christ!' or 'There!' do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 Therefore if they say to you, 'Look, He is in the desert!' do not go out; or 'Look, He is in the inner rooms!' do not believe it. 27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered together. NKJV

B. Paul told the Thessalonians that the DAY OF CHRIST had NOT come yet. He said, "Now we request you, brothers, concerning the "parousia" (coming presence) of the Lord of ours Jesus Christ and our ASSEMBLING (GATHERING) UPON HIM... <2 Thess. 2:1-2>." The sixth seal had not yet happened.

2 Thess 2:1-2

1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. NKJV

C. Paul explains to the Thessalonians that the DEAD saints will meet Christ FIRST in the air as eternal beings, then the living saints will be caught up to meet their resurrected brothers with Jesus. Quoting <1 Thes 4:14-18>? – "For if we believe that Jesus died and ROSE, thus also the God will bring with Him the (ones) falling asleep through the Jesus. For this we say to you in word of Lord, that we the (ones) LIVING the (ones) REMAINING INTO THE PAROUSIAN (COMING PRESENCE) OF THE LORD by no means will precede those who are dead. Because the Lord Himself in a cry of command (like He did when He raised Lazarus), in voice of an archangel and in (7th) trumpet of God, will descend from heaven (from His throne in the cloud), and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we the (ones) living the (ones) remaining, will be caught up (snatched) TOGETHER with them (resurrected ones) IN CLOUDS into a meeting of the Lord into air. And thus we (whole church) will be always with Lord..." The seventh trumpet sounds during the continuous (parousia) coming presence of Jesus over three years after the sixth seal. Jesus' COMING ENDS when He rules as King, but His PRESENCE continues forever.

1 Thess 4:14-18

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. NKJV

D. Paul is hoping to see the Thessalonians being present with Jesus right after the sixth seal. "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Or (is it) not even you, BEFORE (in the presence) of the Lord of ours Jesus  <Rev. 7:9, 15-17> in the parsousia (coming presence) of Him...  <I Thess. 2:19-20>."

Rev 7:9-10

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, NKJV

Rev 7:15-17

15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." NKJV

1 Thess 2:19-20

19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are our glory and joy. NKJV

E. Notice what is going to happen to the lawless one at the time of the sixth seal. "And then the LAWLESS (one) will be being REVEALED (UNCOVERED) whom the Lord will consume in the breath of the mouth of Him and will abolish (destroy) in the APPEARING (bright glorious manifestation) of the PAROUSIAS (coming presence) of Him  <2 Thess.2:8>." It is only in the sixth seal that God and the Lamb appear in manifested brightness.

2 Thess 2:8

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. NKJV

F. In <2 Peter 1:16-17> we read, "For (we) not following fables craftily devised we made known to you the POWER AND PAROUSIAN (COMING PRESENCE) of the Lord of ours Jesus Christ, but rather having become EYEWITNESSES OF THE MAJESTY OF THAT ONE..." Peter is writing about the transfiguration of Jesus on the high mountain in <Mat 17:1-5> where Jesus was transformed and "His FACE SHONE LIKE THE SUN and His clothes became AS WHITE AS THE LIGHT...A BRIGHT CLOUD overshadowed them..." Peter was COMPARING the PAROUSIAN (coming presence) to the bright manifested glory of Jesus on the mountain. In all of the seals and their parts only the sixth seal appears in such a glorious manner.

2 Peter 1:16-17

16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." NKJV

Matt 17:1-5

1 Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by themselves; 2 and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 4 Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!" NKJV

G. Peter is saying in <2 Peter 3:3-4> that everything is going to continue in the earth as it has from the beginning of creation until the parousia (coming presence) of Jesus. "Knowing this first, that mockers will come in the LAST OF THE DAYS, going according to their own desires, and saying, 'Where is the promise of the PAROUSIA (coming presence) of Him? For from which the fathers fell asleep, all continue in this manner as from beginning of creation.'" It is when the sixth seal is opened that men's rule starts ending and God begins to bring His rule into the earth. The seventh trumpet can't be the second coming be-cause by then dramatic changes have been happening in the earth for over three years.

2 Peter 3:3-4

3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation." NKJV

H. Everyone who is in the CONDITION OF OVERCOMING will NOT be ashamed when the parousia (coming presence) happens. "And now, little children, ABIDE IN HIM that whenever He APPEARS (is gloriously manifested), we may have confidence and not be ashamed from Him in the PAROUSIA (coming presence) of Him. If you know that He is righteous, you know that every (one) DOING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS HAS BEEN BORN OUT OF HIM  <I John 2:28>." The sixth seal is when overcoming ends and it is time TO STAND victorious in the presence of Jesus. The seventh trumpet is when the over-comers will receive their rewards.

1 John 2:28

28 And now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before Him at His coming. NKJV

I. The purpose of repentance is to qualify to stand face to face before Jesus. "Therefore repent and turn back into your sins to be wiped out, in order that SEASONS OF RELAXATION MAY COME FROM FACE OF THE LORD, and He may send the One having been appointed for you Christ Jesus...<Acts 3:19-20>." See also <Rev 7:15-17>.

Acts 3:19-21

19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 20 and that He may send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, NKJV

Rev 7:14-17

15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." NKJV

J. Paul uses "parousia” in contrast to absence. "So then, beloved of mine, just as you always obeyed, not as in the PAROUSIA (PRESENCE) of mine only, but now much more in the ABSENCE of me, work out the salvation of yours with fear and trembling  <Phil. 2:12>."

Phil 2:12

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; NKJV

K. A person has to have a body to be present. "Because on the one hand, they say, the letters (of Paul are) difficult and strong, but on the other hand the PAROUSIA (PRESENCE) of the BODY (of Paul) is weak and the (his) word being despised        <2 Cor. 10:10>.” What is seen in the sixth seal is a real God and Savior with form and shape manifested, not a vision.

2 Cor 2:10

10 Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, NKJV

The first time Jesus is visible (manifested) to the human eye after He ascended into heaven will be in the sixth seal. We are waiting for this REVELATION. "Just as the testimony of Christ was CONFIRMED IN YOU, so that you (will) not be coming short in no gift, awaiting THE REVELATION OF THE LORD OF OURS, who also will confirm you until end...  <I Cor. 1:6-8>."

1 Cor 1:6-8

6 even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you come short in no gift, eagerly waiting for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. NKJV

2. The next evidence is the Greek word "apokalupin" (revelation – reveal) means to UNCOVER, TO BE DISCLOSED, TO PLAINLY BE SIGNIFIED, DISTINCTLY DECLARED, ANNOUNCED AND TO BE MANIFESTED (Vine's Expository Dictionary).

A. <Luke 17:24-37> fits the description of the sixth seal. "For just as the lightning, the flashing out of the (one part) under heaven shines into the (other part) under heaven, so WILL BE THE SON OF THE MAN IN THE DAY OF HIM..." This is in answer to the question in <verse 20> "when the kingdom of God would come."

Luke 17:24-37

24 For as the lightning that flashes out of one part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be in His day. 25 But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. 26 And as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 They ate, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. 36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left." 37 And they answered and said to Him, "Where, Lord?" So He said to them, "Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together." NKJV

Luke 17:20

20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God does not come with observation; NKJV

<Verses 28-32> – ”Likewise also AS IT HAPPENED in the days of Lot; they were eating, they were drinking, they were buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; but THE DAY LOT WENT OUT FROM SODOM, IT RAINED FIRE AND BRIMSTONE FROM HEAVEN and destroyed all. ACCORDING TO these (things) IT WILL. BE IN THE DAY THE SON OF THE MAN IS REVEALED (UNCOVERED). IN THAT DAY, whoever shall be upon the housetop, and the goods of him in the house, let him not come down to take them away...REMEMBER THE WIFE OF LOT." <Verses 33-37> – "Who ever seeks to save the life of him will lose it, and who ever loses it will preserve it...Two will be grinding upon the same (mill) one will be BEING TAKEN and the OTHER WILL BE LEFT (SENT AWAY – DISMISSED – LEX. P.62). And answering they (disciples) say to Him, 'Where, Lord?' And He said to them, 'Where the body (is) there the eagles will BE GATHERED TOGETHER.'" IN THE SAME DAY Jesus is REVEALED the eagles will be gathered together. That is the same day Jesus opens the sixth seal.

Luke 17:28-32

28 Likewise as it was also in the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 29 but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and destroyed them all. 30 Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. 31 In that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. 32 Remember Lot's wife. NKJV

Luke 17:33-37

33 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding together: the one will be taken and the other left. 36 Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left." 37 And they answered and said to Him, "Where, Lord?" So He said to them, "Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together." NKJV

B. <I Peter 1:3-9> says, "Blessed is the God and Father of the Lord of ours Jesus Christ, who according to the great mercy of Him having begotten us again into A LIVING HOPE through resurrection of Jesus Christ out of dead, into AN INHERITANCE INCORRUPTIBLE AND UNDEFILED AND UNFADING having been KEPT IN HEAVENS into you, the (begotten again ones) in power of God being guarded through faith INTO SALVATION READY TO BE REVEALED (UNCOVERED) IN LAST TIME. In which you rejoice, a little now, if it is necessary, having been distressed in various trials, so that the genuineness of the faith of yours much more precious (than) perishing gold, but being tested through fire, may be found into praise and honor and into GLORY IN THE REVELATION (UNCOVERING – EXPOSING) OF JESUS CHRIST. Whom not having known you love, into whom NOW NOT SEEING, but believing you rejoice inexpressible and having been glorified in joy, OBTAINING IN YOURSELVES THE OUTCOME OF THE FAITH OF YOURS, SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS." When Jesus is REVEALED in the sixth seal salvation is GUARANTEED to the overcomers.

1 Peter 1:3-9

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith--the salvation of your souls. NKJV

C. God's favor is completed in us when Jesus COMES AGAIN to pick up where He left off when He left His disciples on the Mount of Olives to ascend into His glory. The sixth seal is when He comes again. <I Peter 1:13> – "Therefore having girded up the loins of the mind of yours, completely hope upon the GRACE borne (brought) to you IN THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST." This grace is a greater grace <James 4:5-6> because through it we receive eternal life and complete exoneration from all sin.

1 Peter 1:13

13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; NKJV

James 4:5-6

5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, "The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously"? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 

"God resists the proud,

But gives grace to the humble."  NKJV

D. "But in so far as you participate in the sufferings of the Christ, rejoice, in order that also IN THE REVELATION OF THE GLORY OF HIM you may rejoice exceedingly <I Peter 4:13>." See also <Rom 8:18-19>.

1 Peter 4:13

13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. NKJV

Rom 8:18-20

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. NKJV

E. "The elders who are among you I encourage, (as) the fellow elder and witness of the sufferings of Christ, also the sharer of the GLORY BEING ABOUT TO BE REVEALED <I Peter 5:1>.” The glory that Jesus has when He comes will be the same glory that He shares with us <Luke 21:27>.

1 Peter 5:1

1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: NKJV

Luke 21:27

27 Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. NKJV

3. Additional evidence is found in the Greek word "epiphaneia" which means "upon appearing" or UPON GLORIOUS DISPLAY OR MANIFESTATION. It is translated as APPEARING.

A. Timothy is being reminded by Paul that Jesus during the coming presence of Him will be judging the living and dead.       <2 Tim 4:1> says, "I (Paul) charge therefore before the God and the Lord Jesus Christ of the (One) being about to judge living and dead in the APPEARING (GLORIOUS MANIFESTATION) OF HIM AND THE KINGDOM OF HIM."

2 Tim 4:1

1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: NKJV

B. "Finally (the rest) there is laid up to me (Paul) the garland of the righteousness which the Lord will render to me IN THAT THE DAY, the righteous Judge, but not only to me, but also to all the (ones) having loved the (CONTINUING) APPEARING (DISPLAY) OF HIM <2 Tim 4:8>." The reason we should add the word continuing here is because the word "appearing” is in the perfect active tense. Which means that Jesus appeared in the past in the flesh in a glorious display    <John 1:14> and was in a glorious spiritual state in heaven when Paul wrote Timothy and will continue in glory when He comes again.

2 Tim 4:8

8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. NKJV

John 1:14-15

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. NKJV

C. "...But according to his own purpose and GRACE, the grace having been given to us in Christ Jesus before time eternal, but (grace) having been manifested now through THE APPEARANCE (DISPLAY) of the Savior of ours Jesus Christ, having nullified the death on the one hand, but on the other hand having brought to LIGHT life and incorruption through the gospel <2 Tim. 1:10>." In this verse the word "appearance" (glorious display) is referring to Jesus' first coming and His work in His fleshly life.

2 Tim 1:10

10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, NKJV

D. In <I Tim 6:14-15> we read, "that you keep the commandment (mentioned in <Verses 10-13> without spot, blameless, UNTIL the APPEARING (GLORIOUS MANIFESTATION) of the Lord of ours Jesus Christ, which in its own seasons He will be showing the blessed and only Sovereign..." Paul was considering that Jesus MIGHT return in Timothy's lifetime.

1 Tim 6:14-15

14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, NKJV

1 Tim 6:10-13

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

11 But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I urge you in the sight of God who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus who witnessed the good confession before Pontius Pilate, NKJV

E. <Titus 2:11-13> says, "For the saving grace of the God (in person of the fleshly JESUS APPEARED to all men, teaching us that denying the ungodliness and the worldly lusts we should live soberly and righteously and godly in the NOW AGE, expecting the blessed hope AND APPEARING (GLORIOUS DISPLAY) of the GLORY (shekinah glory) of the great God and Savior of ours Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, so that He might redeem us from all lawlessness and might purify to Himself a people (as His) own possession, zealous OF GOOD WORKS.” Paul is writing here about TWO GLORIOUS EVENTS. The first one is when Jesus APPEARED in the flesh to redeem us and purify to Himself a people, and the second is when He APPEARS again in a glorious display to share with the redeemed His (shekinah) glory.

Titus 2:11-12

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, NKJV

<2 Thes 2:8> contains all three words (reveal, appear and parousia) in it.

2 Thess 2:8

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. NKJV

F. <Luke 1:79> is about Jesus' coming in the flesh. "To APPEAR (to give LIGHT) to the (ones) sitting in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide of the feet of ours into way of the peace." God DISPLAYED GLORIOUSLY His love for us in the fleshly body of Jesus through suffering and death for our deliverance from sin and death.

Luke 1:79

79 To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,

To guide our feet into the way of peace."  NKJV

G. <Titus 3:4-7> is also about the glorious display of Jesus in the flesh. "But when the KINDNESS and the LOVE of the God of our Savior APPEARED, not out of the works in righteousness which WE did but according to the mercy of Him He saved us through bath (washing) of regeneration and renewing of Holy Spirit..."

Titus 3:4-7

4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. NKJV

The same Greek words are used for the glorious display of Jesus in His fleshly body and in His glorified spiritual body. That means the glorious display of God's spiritual glory when He returns to rule is just as REAL as His physical glorious display in righteous suffering unto death.

H. "And neither sun nor stars having APPEARED (WERE SEEN) for more days, and no small storm pressing on (us), finally every hope (for) us to be saved was taken away <Acts 27:20>." Here is an example that the word APPEAR means to be able to SEE God's manifested glory like we see the sun and stars.

Acts 27:20

20 Now when neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest beat on us, all hope that we would be saved was finally given up. NKJV

The book of Revelation (uncovering – disclosing) is about SHOWING the world the manifested glorified Jesus with His Father as He comes to save Israel and the nations and to rule over everything in the earth.

<Rev 1:7> says, "Behold, He is COMING with the clouds, and every eye will SEE Him, and those who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him <Matt. 24:30>. Yes, amen!" The tribes will begin to comprehend the real Jesus when He is DISPLAYED in the sixth seal and they realize how ignorant they have been. There is no other scriptural record of any event after the sixth seal when the tribes of the earth mourn.

Rev 1:7


7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. NKJV

Matt 24:230

30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory NKJV

<Rev 10:7> says, "But in the days OF THE VOICE OF THE SEVENTH ANGEL., whenever he is about to trumpet, THE MYSTERY OF THE GOD IS FINISHED, and as He told the good news of the bondservants of Him the prophets." The seventh angel trumpeting is a very important event, yet there is nothing here about any signs or glorious display like in the sixth seal. Although Jesus has been present in the earth all during the previous six trumpets He doesn't sit upon David's throne as King until in the seventh trumpet. The first ones to SEE Him will be the church members changed to Spirit, then the Jews of Jerusalem, and last of all the wicked armies of Satan as they are being destroyed.

Rev 10:7

7 but in the days of the sounding of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the mystery of God would be finished, as He declared to His servants the prophets. NKJV

When the SEVENTH SEAL is opened <Rev. 8:1-6> there are no signs or glorious display upon the earth, but only events in heaven around the heavenly altar preparing the seven angels to trumpet. All the seven trumpet plagues take place IN THE EARTH and not any of them involve a glorious display of the glorified Jesus.

Rev 8:1-6

1 When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. And he was given much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before God from the angel's hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound. NKJV

In the trumpeting of the seventh angel <Rev. 11:15-19> the first events happen in heaven. Voices declare that "the kingdom of the world became (the kingdom) of the Lord of ours and of the Christ of Him, and He shall reign into the ages of the ages." Then the 24 elders fall on their faces and worship God. Finally the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of the coven-ant of the Lord was seen in the shrine of Him. When the temple of God was opened in heaven then lightning and voices (noises) and thunders (and an earthquake) and great hail were felt upon the earth, but no signs of the personal glory of Jesus were seen upon the earth.

Rev 11:15-19

15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" 16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

"We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 18 The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth." 

19 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail. NKJV

All of the seven LAST plagues take place upon the earth. After the seven last plagues Jesus is SEEN <Rev. 19:11-21> AS A KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS UPON A WHITE HORSE GOING OUT TO DO BATTLE WITH HIS ENEMIES. This glorious display of Jesus HAPPENS AFTER THE SEAL, AND DURING HIS FINAL WRATH UPON THE WICKED. This is NOT THE GLORIOUS SECOND COMING OF JESUS because He has already been here for over three years. Following this battle Satan is bound and the millennium begins.

Rev 19:11-21

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great." 19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. NKJV

<Rev 16:15> seems to be out of historical order but it is not if it is read in context. After all that Jesus has shown John He interrupts in the story flow and REMINDS him of the importance of what He taught him in <Matthew 24:42-44>.

Rev 16:15

15 Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his shame." NKJV

Matt 24:41-44

42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. NKJV
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WHAT IT MEANS TO WORSHIP GOD

Vine's Expository Dictionary has this to say about worship. "The worship of God is nowhere defined in Scripture. A consideration of the above verbs (worship as a verb) shows that it is not confined to praise; broadly it may be regarded as the DIRECT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT' to God, of His nature, attributes, ways and claims, whether by the OUTGOING OF THE HEART in praise and thanksgiving or by DEED DONE in such acknowledgement."

The Hebrew word "SHANA" means pit, bow down, and to droop or to stoop (See Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, Vol. 2, page 2360).

<Proverbs 28:10> says, "He who leads the upright along an evil path will fall into his own PIT OR TRAP (Heb. "shana"), but the blameless will receive a good inheritance." To be in the pit in worship means to acknowledge we are lowly and God is exalted.

Prov 28:10

10 Whoever causes the upright to go astray in an evil way,

He himself will fall into his own pit; But the blameless will inherit good. NKJV

We read in <Isaiah 51:23>, "I will put into the hands of your tormentors, who said to you, 'Fall prostrate or BOW DOWN (Heb. "shana") that we may walk over you.' And you made your back LIKE THE GROUND, like a street to be walked over." Because of the sins of Jerusalem they were made to SERVE (bow down) to their enemies.

Isa 51:23

23 But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict you, Who have said to you, Lie down, that we may walk over you. 'And you have laid your body like the ground, And as the street, for those who walk over." NKJV

<Proverbs 12:25> says, "An anxious heart (Heb. "shana") or a heart that is heavy and that stoops or droops weighs a man down, but a kind word cheers him up." Believing in Jesus and living in faith means our hearts (minds) STOOP to the great mercy of God, not in fear, but in hope.

Prov 12:25

25 Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression,

But a good word makes it glad. NKJV

The Hebrew word "SHAH" means low or lowly (See TWOT, Vol. 2, page 2360).

We read in <Isaiah 2:11>, "The eyes of an ARROGANT MAN will be humbled and the PRIDE of men BROUGHT LOW; the Lord alone will be EXALTED IN THAT DAY." Men who don't believe there is a Creator God, but believe in themselves, will finally ACKNOWLEDGE there is a Creator. They will stop worshiping themselves and begin to worship God.

Isa 2:11

11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, The haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,

And the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. NKJV

<Proverbs 14:19> prophesies, "Evil men will BOW DOWN (lower themselves) in the presence of the good, and the wicked at the gates of the righteous." The evil and wicked will become lowly in the presence of God.

Prov 14:19

19 The evil will bow before the good, And the wicked at the gates of the righteous. NKJV

<Psalm 38:6> says, "I am BOWED DOWN (LOWERED) and brought very low (Heb. "shah"); all day long I go about mourning." This is the result of overwhelming guilt.

Ps 38:6

6 I am troubled, I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. NKJV

We read in <Isaiah 34:14>, "DO NOT WORSHIP (ACKNOWLEDGE) any other god, for the Lord whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” TO RECOGNIZE AND PROCLAIM IN DIFFERENT WAYS WHO CREATED EVERYTHING AND SUSTAINS THEM IS TO WORSHIP GOD. See <Revelation 14:7>.

Isa 34:14

14 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the jackals, And the wild goat shall bleat to its companion; Also the night creature shall rest there, And find for herself a place of rest. NKJV

Rev 14:7

7 saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." NKJV

The Greek word "proskuneo" (from pros, towards, and Kuneo, to kiss) translated worship means to make obeisance (to show obedience), do reverence to (to show affection and respect). The opposite of worship is hate, scorn and distain.

<John 4:23-24> says, "But is coming an hour and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH; for indeed the Father is seeking such (ones) worshiping Him. The God (is) Spirit and it is necessary for the (ones) worshiping Him to worship in Spirit and truth." worshiping in the letter of the law is pleasing to God but it is incomplete worship.

John 4:23-24

23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. NKJV

We read in <Matthew 4:10>, "Then Jesus says to him, 'Go away behind Me, Satan!' For it is written, 'You shall worship the Lord God of yours and Him alone you shall serve.'" Satan wanted Jesus to bow down and SERVE him as Lord God.

Matt 4:10

10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.' " NKJV

Jesus was THE ONLY SINLESS Son of God in flesh and Lord (Master) of the work of God upon the earth. He was the Messiah, appointed King of Israel, not yet crowned, yet WORTHY OF THE WORSHIP of men as the only true representative (Lord) of the true living God <Matt. 16:13-23>. <Philippians 2:5-11> says Jesus emptied Himself of His God status and became the Son of God like Adam <I Cor. 15:45, Luke 3:38 and Matt. 3:17> therefore He was called the SON OF MAN.

Matt 16:13-23

13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" 14 So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 15 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. 

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." NKJV

Phil 2:5-11

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. NKJV

1 Cor 15:45

45 And so it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being." The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. NKJV

Luke 3:38

38 the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. NKJV

Matt 3:17

17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." NKJV

The big difference between Adam and the Son of Man is that Adam was without the Holy Spirit while the Son of Man was full of the Spirit of God before He was born of the virgin Mariam. Jesus was God who came to us in the flesh. He emptied Himself of all His glory except the Holy Spirit which was His potential to become Spirit God again. He became Spirit God again when He was born a Spirit Being through the resurrection <Acts 13:32-37 and Rom. 1:3-4>. Scriptures showing Jesus' relationship with man and God are presented at the end of this study.

Acts 13:32-38

32 And we declare to you glad tidings--that promise which was made to the fathers. 33 God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is also written in the second Psalm: 

'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.'  

34 "And that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption, He has spoken thus: 

'I will give you the sure mercies of David.'  

35 "Therefore He also says in another Psalm: 

'You will not allow Your Holy One to see corruption.'  

36 "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell asleep, was buried with his fathers, and saw corruption; 37 but He whom God raised up saw no corruption. NKJV

Rom 1:3-4

3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead. NKJV

It says in <Matthew 2:2, 8, 11> – "(wise men from the east) saying, 'Where is the (One) having been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the East and we came to worship Him.'" In <John 18:37> Pilate said, "So then a king are you? Jesus answered, ’YOU SAY that I am a king. Into this I have been born, and into this I have come into the world, so that I should testify to the truth (about His kingdom – <verse 36>)...'" In <Matthew 27:11> .Jesus answered Pilate whether He was a king – ”You are saying." In <John 18:36> Jesus said that His kingdom was NOT OF THIS WORLD meaning that He was not a king in the flesh. Although the Jews expected the Messiah to be a king in the flesh Jesus was destined to be the King of Israel in the kingdom of God. See <I Tim 6:14-16 and Rev 19:11-16>. When Jesus returns a kingdom will have been formed for Him to rule.

Matt 2:2

2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him." NKJV

Matt 2:8

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search diligently for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also." NKJV

Matt 2:11

11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. NKJV

John 18:37

37 Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." NKJV

John 18:36

36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." NKJV

Matt 27:11

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, "Are You the King of the Jews?" So Jesus said to him, "It is as you say." NKJV

John 18:36

36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." NKJV

1 Tim 6:14-16

14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ's appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen. NKJV

Rev 19:11-16

11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. NKJV

In <Matthew 8:2> we read, "And behold, a leper coming worshiped Him, saying, 'Lord, if You are willing, You are able to cleanse me.'" Putting your faith in a person with Godly power is worshiping that person's God – in this case God the Father.

Matt 8:2

2 And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean." NKJV

<Matthew 28:9> says, ”And as they (women) were going to report to the disciples of Him, behold Jesus met them, saying, 'Rejoice! ' And the (ones) approaching held the feet of him and worshiped Him." Jesus was NOW a God Spirit Being.

Matt 28:9

9 And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, "Rejoice!" So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. NKJV

<Hebrews 1:6> says, "But when He (Father) AGAIN brings in the Firstborn (resurrected Jesus) into the world, He says, 'And let all angels of God worship Him.'" Jesus in the flesh was lower than the angels therefore angels did not worship Him in the flesh.

Heb 1:6


6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: 

"Let all the angels of God worship Him." NKJV

Worship can have broad applications. It is not necessarily restricted only to God as acceptable. We can give SUPREME ACKNOWLEDGEMENT to God in everything related to God or we can give LESSER acknowledgement to others in things not related to God. We read in <Matt 18:26>, "Therefore FALLING DOWN the slave did OBEISANCE (PROSEKUNEI) to him, saying 'Master, be patient upon me, and I will repay all things to you.'" In doing obeisance the slave let his MASTER (LORD) know that he recognized his master as having POWER OVER HIM financially. This acknowledgement and respect was a form of worship unrelated to the Creator God.

Matt 18:26

26 The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' NKJV

In <Rev l3:4> we read, "And they worshiped THE DRAGON (Satan) the (one) having given the AUTHORITY to the Beast; and they worshiped THE BEAST, saying, 'Who is like the Beast? Who is able to make war with him?'" The dragon and the Beast are actively trying to REPLACE God therefore anyone who worships them is acknowledging them as greater than God which is idolatry.

Rev 13:4

4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast? Who is able to make war with him?" NKJV

<Rev 13:15> says, "And it was given to him to give breath to the image of the Beast, so that the image of the Beast should both speak and should make as many as would not worship the image of the Beast they should be killed." The image of the Beast in John’s time was the Caesars who considered themselves AS GODS and worthy of worship. To worship them was to worship human government thereby denying THE SUPREMACY of the kingdom of God.

Rev 13:15

15 He was granted power to give breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak and cause as many as would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. NKJV

<Rev 9:20> says, ”And the rest of men, those who were not killed in the plagues of these, did not repent out of THE WORKS OF THE HANDS OF THEM, that they SHOULD NOT WORSHIP THE DEMONS, AND THE IDOLS of the gold and of the silver and of the bronze and of the stone and of the wood, which neither are able to see nor to hear nor to walk." It takes men to create any idol whether it is an object or a mental concept or a practice. Idols can't create themselves and THEY ARE NOT REAL. GODS, but the inspiration of demons causes men to think they are real. Idolatry DENIES THE EXISTENCE of the LIVING Creator God upon whom we should set our adoration.

Rev 9:20

20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk. NKJV

We read in <Col 2:18>, ”Let no one rule against you de-siring in humility and religion (threskeia) of the angels, in-truding into (the things) which he has not seen, in vain being puffed up under the mind of the flesh of him." Angels are not in the God family and should not be worshiped as though they were. See <Rev 22:8-9>.

Col 2:18


18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, NKJV

Rev 22:8-9

8 Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things. 9 Then he said to me, "See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." NKJV

In <Acts 17:23-31> we read, "For passing by and considering the objects of worship (sebasmata – reverence) of yours, I found also an altar in which had been inscribed, 'To unknown God.'

Acts 17:23-31

23 for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.' 29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." NKJV

Therefore, being IGNORANT of whom you worship (eusebeite – show piety to), this (One) I announce to you. The God the (One) making the world and all the (things) in it, this (One) being Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in sanctuaries made under human hands nor under human hands is He worshiped (thera - peuetai – served)..." Paul's conclusion was that one of the many gods the Athenians ignorantly worshiped, called the "unknown God", was the True Creator God.

Reading in <Rom 1:22-32>, "...(24) Therefore God also gave them over in the lusts of the hearts of them into the unclean-ness, to dishonor the bodies of them among themselves, who ex-changed the truth of the God in THE LIE and worshiped (esebasthe - san - venerated) the creature rather than the One having created, who is blessed into the ages. Amen..." Men who KNEW truth, but refused to acknowledge the Creator as God, God turned them over to the terrible consequences of their sins.

Rom 1:22-32

22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man--and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. NKJV

We read in <I Kings 12:25-30>, ”Jeroboam thought to himself, ’The kingdom will now likely revert to the house of David. If these people go up to offer sacrifices at the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem, then they will GIVE THEIR ALLEGIANCE (WORSHIP) TO THEIR LORD, REHOBOAM king of Judah. They will kill me and return to king Rehoboam..." Rehoboam was sitting upon the throne of God over Judah and JERUSALEM and any worship (obedience, respect, praise, honor, and devotion) towards Rehoboam AS KING was MEANT to be TOWARD GOD because Rehoboam was supposed to be representing God and His TEMPLE in Jerusalem. Knowing that, Jeroboam set up the golden calves in Samaria to persuade the Israelites to ac-knowledge Jeroboam’s throne as representing God.

1 Kings 12:25-30

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and dwelt there. Also he went out from there and built Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, "Now the kingdom may return to the house of David: 27 If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king of Judah." 28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!" 29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30 Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. NKJV

There are different acceptable worship practices, but they are not the same in value or satisfaction. The est valuable worship practice to God is OBEDIENCE FROM THE HEART. In <I Samuel 15:22-23> we read, "But Samuel replied: 'Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in OBEYING the voice of the Lord? TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE, and TO HEED IS BETTER THAN THE FAT OF RAMS. For REBELLION IS LIKE THE SIN OF DIVINATION, and ARROGANCE LIKE THE EVIL OF IDOLATRY. Because you have REJECTED THE WORD OF THE LORD, He has rejected you as king.'" God told Saul to attack the Amalekites and totally destroy them and everything that belonged to them. Saul amended God's instructions thinking God would be more pleased with animal sacrifices than totally carrying out His instructions. This is an example of human nature not being able to give God 100% of what belongs to Him.

1 Sam 15:22-23

22 Then Samuel said:

"Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king." NKJV

<Matthew 15:1-11> says, "<Verse 7-9> Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy <(Isa.29:13> about you, saying, 'This people draws near to Me WITH THE MOUTH of them, and WITH THE LIPS they HONOR Me, but THE HEART OF THEM is FAR AWAY from Me. And in vain THEY WORSHIP ME, teaching (as) teachings (the) commandments of men.'" It is total folly to think God needs changing or needs persuading that man is capable of coming up with something good for man.

Matt 15:11

11 Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man." NKJV

Isa 29:13

13 Therefore the LORD said:

"Inasmuch as these people draw near with their mouths And honor Me with their lips, But have removed their hearts far from Me, And their fear toward Me is taught by the commandment of men, NKJV

In <Philippians 3:18-19> we read, "For MANY walk, of whom often I was speaking to you, and now also weeping I speak, of the enemies of the cross of the Christ <verses 2-3>, whose end is destruction, whose the God (is) the belly and (whose) the glory (is) the shame of them, the (ones) thinking the earthly (things).”

Phil 3:18-19

18 For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame--who set their mind on earthly things. NKJV

Phil 3:2-3

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation! 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh, NKJV

Those who claim to worship God but in reality are seeking all the creature comforts and worldly things are worshiping them-selves over God.

<Phil 2:1-12> is an excellent example of how to worship God 100% "...(doing) nothing according to selfish ambition or conceit, but in the humility regarding one another (as) being better than yourselves. Let each one look out not (only) for the (things) of yourselves, but each one also (for) the (things) of others. For let this mind be in you and which (was) also in Christ Jesus..." Read about the fruits of the Spirit in <Gal 5:22-26>.

Phil 2:1-12

1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; NKJV

Gal 5:22-26

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 24 And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. NKJV

It is good for us to remember as many WAYS to WORSHIP God as we can. It won't hurt to repeat the ways of worship already mentioned in this study.

1. OBEDIENCE – <Jer 7:23> – "Obey My voice, and I will be your God. This practice just about covers all worship.

Jer 7:23


23 But this is what I commanded them, saying, 'Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well with you.' NKJV

2. BELIEVING God and His Word – <Heb 4:12> – "For the word of God (is) living and powerful and sharper over every sword..."

Heb 4:12

12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. NKJV

3. SABBATH RESTING – <Exodus 31:12-18> – It is a SIGN that we know who our Creator and redeemer is and who makes us holy.

Ex 31:12-18

12 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 13 "Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: 'Surely My Sabbaths you shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations, that you may know that I am the LORD who sanctifies you. 14 You shall keep the Sabbath, therefore, for it is holy to you. Everyone who profanes it shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 15 Work shall be done for six days, but the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD. Whoever does any work on the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death. 16 Therefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations as a perpetual covenant. 17 It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever; for in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.' " 

18 And when He had made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God. NKJV

4. FEASTS OF THE LORD – They acknowledge God's love in sending Jesus to overcome sin and die for our sins. They ac-knowledge the power God gave us to have eternal life. They acknowledge God's faithfulness to bring His kingdom to the earth and to bring peace and justice for all mankind.

5. PRAYING – <Phil 4:6> – Makes God our partner. "Be anxious about nothing, but in every the prayer and the petition along with thanksgiving make your requests known to the God."

Phil 4:6


6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; NKJV

6. STUDYING – <2 Peter 3:18> – Shows devotion to God – "But grow in GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him (be) the glory both now and into day of ages.”

2 Peter 3:18

18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. NKJV

7. PRAISING GOD – <Eph 5:19> – Being joyful. "Speaking to yourselves with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and singing praises in the heart of yours to the Lord."

Eph 5:19

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, NKJV

8. MEDITATING – <Phil 4:8> – "The rest, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever honorable, whatever just, whatever pure, whatever pleasing (friendly) whatever attractive (good report) – if there is any virtue and if there is any praise – THESE (THINGS) PONDER (MEDITATE ON)."

Phil 4:8


8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these things. NKJV

9. BEING FAITHFUL – <Heb 11:6> – Showing loyalty. "But without faith it is impossible to be pleasing, for it is necessary for the one approaching the God to believe that He is and that He becomes a rewarder to the ones seeking Him."

Heb 11:6

6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. NKJV

10. BEING A LIGHT – <Mat 5:16> – Showing righteousness. "Thus let the light of yours shine BEFORE MEN, that they may see the good works of yours and they may glorify the Father of yours in the heavens." See also Ephesians 5:8.

Matt 5:16

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven. NKJV

11. BEING THANKFUL – <Col 2:7> – "...abounding in it (faith) with thanksgiving." Read also <Eph 5:20>.

Col 2:7


7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. NKJV

Eph 5:20

20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, NKJV

12. BEING A PEACEMAKER – Jesus is the Prince of Peace. <Mat 5:9> – "Blessed the peacemakers, because they will be called the sons of God." Read also <Rom 12:17-18>.

Matt 5:9

9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they shall be called sons of God. NKJV

Rom 12:17-18

17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. NKJV

Scriptures about Jesus' relationship with the Father and man.

<Col 1:15-20> – "Who is IMAGE of the God the INVISIBLE, firstborn of all creation (of men)...And He is the head of the body, the church; who is beginning, firstborn out of the dead..."

Col 1:15-20

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. NKJV

<John14:9-10> – "...The (one) having seen Me has seen the Father...Do you not believe that I in the Father and the Father is in Me?..."

John 14:9-10

9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. NKJV

Explain: <John 1:18 and 4:24>. Also <Mat 12:31-32.> Then <Mat 4:7 and James 1:13>.

John 1:18

18 No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 

John 4:24

24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." NKJV

Matt 12:31-32

31 "Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. NKJV

Matt 4:7

7 Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.' NKJV

James 1:13

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. NKJV

<Mat 9:6. – "But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority upon the earth to forgive sins..." His authority came from heaven.

Matt 9:6

6 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--then He said to the paralytic, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house." NKJV

<Heb 2:5-9> – Angels were not put in charge of the earth. God put man (Adam) over the earth even though men were lower than angels <Gen. 1:26-28>. Adam failed his responsibilities so that now we see Jesus, the second Adam, finishing what Adam failed to do. Jesus as the Son of the Man will inherit the earth and share it with all His brothers. Jesus as the Son of God has responsibilities in the heavens given to Him from God the Father <Col. 1:16>.

Heb 2:5-9

5 For He has not put the world to come, of which we speak, in subjection to angels. 6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: 

"What is man that You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him? 7 You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works of Your hands. 8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet."

For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all things put under him. 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. NKJV

Gen 1:26-28

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth." NKJV

Col 1:16


16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. NKJV
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WHAT IS THE WORK OF GOD?

This phrase we have all heard many times from people of many different religious affiliations. Most of them proclaim they are doing the "work of God". Are they doing the WORK OF GOD?

From the Bible we should be able to find out what the work of God really is.

In the Old Testament we find many Hebrew words, from which the English word "work" was translated. Most, if not all, came from the root word "yeser" and words derived from this root are used to describe the acts of creating, forming, fashioning, shaping, making, doing, committing and following. In the Hebrew there is a different word (but from the same root) to denote each of the English words named above. "For instance the use of the Hebrew word "bara" in the opening statement of the account of creation seems to carry the implication that this physical phenomena came into existence at that time and had no previous existence in the form in which they were created by divine fiat. The word "asa" may simply connote the act of fashioning the objects involved in the whole creative process [Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament).”

In the Old Testament it is easy to see what the work of God is, but in the New Testament it is a little more difficult for some. Let us search the Scriptures and see if we can find what the work 'of God really is.

Notice <John 4:34>. In <verse 31> the disciples were urging Jesus to eat, and in <verse 32> He told them, ”I have food to 8at that you don't know about." In <verse 33> the disciples were saying, "No one brought Him anything to eat did he?" Then in <verse 34> Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His WORK". Now we know that the "Me" is Jesus Christ, and the "Him” is God the Father.

John 4:34

34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. NKJV

John 4:31

31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat. NKJV

John 4:32

32 But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." NKJV

John 4:33

33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought Him anything to eat?" NKJV

Now look at <John 9:2-3>. "And as He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him saying, 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he should be born blind?' Jesus answered, neither' this man sinned, nor his parents; but in order that the WORKS OF GOD might be displayed in him."

John 9:2-3

2 And His disciples asked Him, saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. NKJV

Let us now look at some of the things Jesus was sent to do. Read <Matt 15:24>. In the preceding verses you will notice a Canaanite woman begging Jesus to cast a demon out of her daughter. Notice what Jesus said in <verse 24>; "I was sent ONLY to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." But if you will read on you will notice that He did heal the girl because of the faith of the Canaanite woman. Did Jesus fail in the ”work" He was sent to do because he healed this girl? Not at all. Read <Rom 1:16>. ”For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to EVERYONE WHO BELIEVES, to the Jew first and also the Greek (Gentile)." So you see Christ was going to offer salvation to everyone, but to the Jew [God's chosen people] first, then to the Gentiles, but the faith of this woman caused Him to grant her petition, even though He was sent to the Jews [Israelites]. We also see that this was a part of God’s work.

Matt 15:24

24 But He answered and said, "I was not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." NKJV

Rom 1:16

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. NKJV

Another part of the WORK OF GOD is found in <Matthew 16:18>. "And I also say unto you that you are Peter [in Greek "petros", a detached stone or boulder, or a stone that might be thrown or easily moved – Vine's Dictionary], and upon THIS ROCK [in Greek "petra", a MASS of rock] I will build MY CHURCH; and the gates of hades [grave) shall not overpower it." So we see that building His Church was also the work of God through Jesus Christ.

Matt 16:18

18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. NKJV

Now let us look at <Matthew 28:18>. "And Jesus came up to THEN saying 'All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.'" This is the WORK OF GOD through Jesus Christ. But to whom was this WORK given? Notice <verse 16> of <Matthew 28>. "But the ELEVEN DISCIPLES proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated, and when they [the eleven disciples] saw Him, they worshipped , but some were doubtful." Jesus built His Church by giving the original eleven disciples the AUTHORITY to make disciples IN HIS NAME. The Greek Scriptures were the result of the Church of Jesus Christ being built through His disciples.

Matt 28:18

18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. NKJV

Matt 28:16

16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had appointed for them. NKJV

Today the Greek Scriptures [Christ's word] are a testimony of the Work of God. Also through THEM, Jesus, the only living Apostle today calls and convicts disciples for His name. The Holy Spirit is sent to those He calls to give understanding of the hidden message of the New Testament so they can be added to His Church. In the past the Holy Spirit spoke through living holy men. Today the Holy Spirit is speaking through their written holy word. See <I John 2:27>. "And as for you, the anointing which you received from Him abides in you, and you have no need for anyone to teach you; but His anointing teaches you about all things, and is true and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you abide in Him."

1 John 2:27

27 But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him. NKJV

We now see that we are taught by the Word of God through the Holy Spirit indwelling us, with no need to depend on any person. You may say, "What has this to do with the work of God?" Well, it was God who worked with the Israelites during Old Testament times, and later, it was Jesus who worked with the Jews, trying to get them to repent in New Testament times. As a result Jesus built His Church, mostly of Gentiles because the Jews would not repent. Today Jesus is still in control of His Church. His Church is alive today and is not under the control of MEN, but under Jesus Christ Himself 

One place the Work of God is mentioned is in the gospel of <John. Look at chapter 6 and verses 28 and 29>. In <verse 28> the multitude asked Him, "What shall we do that we may work the works of God?" In <verse 29> Jesus answered and said to them, "THIS IS THE WORK OF GOD, THAT YOU BELIEVE IN HIM WHOM HE HAS SENT”

John 6:28-29

28 Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?" 29 Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent." NKJV

8 8 8 8 8

"I believe in getting into hot water, I think it keeps you clean." -G. K. Chesterton

THE MIRACLE AT THE RED SEA

There are a large number of people who have difficulty in believing there was a real miracle at the Red' Sea when Israel left Egypt. Because of this there is a constant bantering back and. forth of those who believe with those who don't believe. It is interesting to notice the extremes each side pursues to prove their claims. The two main points of disagreement are the logistics and the place of crossing. One person claimed that the children of Israel would have had to travel nearly 300 miles as the crow flies in order to reach the Red Sea. It makes one wonder about that person's source of information.

The Eleventh Edition of The Encyclopedia Britannica, Vol. 26, page 24, in describing the Suez Canal, says: "The total length of the navigation from Port Said (on the Mediterranean Sea) to Suez (on the Red Sea) is 100 miles. That is a lot less than 300 miles.

There is a disagreement where the city Rameses is located. Many modern atlases and historical maps place Rameses north near Lake Menzaleh and about 30 miles from the Mediterranean Sea. Moses wrote that about 600,000 men, their wives, children, a mixed multitude plus a large number of flocks and herds left Egypt. ‘ Did all the Israelites, between two and one half million and three million, live in one city called Rameses? When Moses said the Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, did he mean from a city or from an AREA in Egypt called Rameses? In <Genesis 47:11> we read, "So Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the BEST OF THE LAND, in the LAND OF RAMESES, as Pharaoh had ordered.” Actually the scholars are NOT certain where the city of Rameses is located. Many of them place a question mark by the location they designate as Rameses. That means they are guessing. The name "Rameses" is only mentioned four times in the Hebrew Scriptures. Not one time does it say that Rameses is a city. It appears that the land of Rameses is the land Pharaoh gave to the Israelites, called the land of Goshen. See <Genesis 46:34, 47:27 and Exodus 8:22>. Instead of the word "Rameses" there is another Hebrew word that is translated Raamses that was named as one of the storage cities of Pharaoh's treasures. <Exodus 1:11> says, "So they appointed taskmasters over them, to afflict them with hard labor. And they built for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses." Supposedly the difference between Rameses and Raamses is a Hebrew vowel point. According to the scholars Pithom and Raamses is located about 80 miles south of the traditional Rameses. These treasure cities are situated near modern day Cairo where the Nile branches out into its delta. These treasure cities were probably the southern end of the land of Goshen. <Exodus 2:3> shows some of the Israelites living along the banks of the Nile River. This was probably the 3 or 4 eastern branches of the Nile that ran through the delta all the way north to Lake Menzaleh near the Mediterranean Sea. These branches of the Nile were the possible western boundary of Goshen. The eastern boundary was where the Suez Canal is. The southern boundary was the wilderness. In other words, the Israelites were not city dwellers, but shepherds and herdsmen scattered over a sizeable portion of land. See <Exodus 9:26>. When Moses said the Israelites left Rameses it makes more sense that he meant they left from the LAND of Raises.

Gen 47:11

11 And Joseph situated his father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. NKJV

Gen 46:34

34 "that you shall say, 'Your servants' occupation has been with livestock from our youth even till now, both we and also our fathers,' that you may dwell in the land of Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians." NKJV

Gen 47:27

27 So Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions there and grew and multiplied exceedingly. NKJV

Ex 8:22


22 And in that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, in which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may know that I am the LORD in the midst of the land. NKJV

Ex 1:11


11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. NKJV

Ex 2:3


3 But when she could no longer hide him, she took an ark of bulrushes for him, daubed it with asphalt and pitch, put the child in it, and laid it in the reeds by the river's bank. NKJV

Ex 9:26


26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the children of Israel were, there was no hail. NKJV

Crossing the Red Sea

To be able to ascertain the possible place where the Israelites crossed the Red Sea we need to examine some evidence about the rate of travel of the Israelites, the distance, and the geographical conditions during that time.

We read in <Exodus 19:1>, "In the THIRD month AFTER the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day they came into the wilderness of Sinai." This means they covered a distance of approximately 250 miles in 50 days plus or minus several days, depending on what day of the week the 15th day of the first month fell. That averages out to 5 miles a day. A comment in Smith's Bible Dictionary says, "The distance traversed in each day's journey was about fifteen miles." However, it appears from the story flow in the Scriptures that they did not travel every day and sleep every night. <Numbers 33> shows that they camped ELEVEN times beginning with Succoth and ending with Mount Sinai <verse 2>. In <Exodus 13:21> we read, "And the Lord was going before them in a pillar of cloud by day to lead them on the way, and in a pillar of fire by night to give them light, THAT THEY MIGHT TRAVEL BY DAY AND BY NIGHT." It appears that they traveled as many miles as necessary until they came to the place where God wanted them to camp. When they camped it was for several days at a time. When they camped in the wilderness of Sin they were there at least eight days <Exodus 16 and Exodus 17:1>.

Ex 19:1


1 In the third month after the children of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on the same day, they came to the Wilderness of Sinai. NKJV

Num 33:2

2 Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of the LORD. And these are their journeys according to their starting points: NKJV

Ex 13:21

21 And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night. NKJV

Ex 16:1-17:1

1 And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 And the children of Israel said to them, "Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger." 

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them, whether they will walk in My law or not. 5 And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily." 6 Then Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Israel, "At evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?" 8 Also Moses said, "This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we? Your complaints are not against us but against the LORD." 

9 Then Moses spoke to Aaron, "Say to all the congregation of the children of Israel, 'Come near before the LORD, for He has heard your complaints.' " 10 Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud. 11 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 12 "I have heard the complaints of the children of Israel. Speak to them, saying, 'At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And you shall know that I am the LORD your God.' " 

13 So it was that quails came up at evening and covered the camp, and in the morning the dew lay all around the camp. 14 And when the layer of dew lifted, there, on the surface of the wilderness, was a small round substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 So when the children of Israel saw it, they said to one another, "What is it?" For they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, "This is the bread which the LORD has given you to eat. 16 This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: 'Let every man gather it according to each one's need, one omer for each person, according to the number of persons; let every man take for those who are in his tent.' " 17 And the children of Israel did so and gathered, some more, some less. 18 So when they measured it by omers, he who gathered much had nothing over, and he who gathered little had no lack. Every man had gathered according to each one's need. 19 And Moses said, "Let no one leave any of it till morning." 20 Notwithstanding they did not heed Moses. But some of them left part of it until morning, and it bred worms and stank. And Moses was angry with them. 21 So they gathered it every morning, every man according to his need. And when the sun became hot, it melted. 

22 And so it was, on the sixth day, that they gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one. And all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 23 Then he said to them, "This is what the LORD has said: 'Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning.' " 24 So they laid it up till morning, as Moses commanded; and it did not stink, nor were there any worms in it. 25 Then Moses said, "Eat that today, for today is a Sabbath to the LORD; today you will not find it in the field. 26 Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh day, which is the Sabbath, there will be none." 27 Now it happened that some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather, but they found none. 28 And the LORD said to Moses, "How long do you refuse to keep My commandments and My laws? 29 See! For the LORD has given you the Sabbath; therefore He gives you on the sixth day bread for two days. Let every man remain in his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh day." 30 So the people rested on the seventh day. 31 And the house of Israel called its name Manna. And it was like white coriander seed, and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

32 Then Moses said, "This is the thing which the LORD has commanded: 'Fill an omer with it, to be kept for your generations, that they may see the bread with which I fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you out of the land of Egypt.' " 33 And Moses said to Aaron, "Take a pot and put an omer of manna in it, and lay it up before the LORD, to be kept for your generations." 34 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony, to be kept. 35 And the children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the border of the land of Canaan. 36 Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah. 

Exodus 17 

17:1 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink. NKJV

"Now the sons of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, aside from children <Ex. 12:37>." Succoth means booths or tents, temporary dwellings. Succoth was just a place where the Israelites camped somewhere in the direction of the Red Sea. "Hence GOD LED the people around by the way of the wilderness to the Red Sea; and the sons of Israel went up in MARTIAL ARRAY from the land of Egypt <Ex. 13:18>." It is completely cut of context to translate that the Israelites left Egypt "armed for battle". The Israelites began leaving the land of Rameses in an ORDERLY manner the same way soldiers march or travel. They all came together at Succoth, their first camping place. "Then they set out from Succoth and CAMPED in ETHAM ("sea-bound") on the edge of the wilderness <Ex. 13:20> " After they arrived in Etham God said, ”Tell the sons of Israel TO TURN BACK and camp before Pi-hahiroth, BETWEEN Migdol ard the sea; you shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it by the sea <Ex. 14:1>." The scholars disagree where Pi-hahiroth, Migdol and Baal-zephon were located. If Etham was located at the HEAD of the PRESENT Red Sea, and they TURNED BACK (north – the direction from which they came), then they would be going away from the sea where there was no water to cross. What is a possible answer here7

Ex 12:37

37 Then the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth, about six hundred thousand men on foot, besides children. NKJV

Ex 13:18

18 So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. NKJV

Ex 13:20

20 So they took their journey from Succoth and camped in Etham at the edge of the wilderness. NKJV

Ex 14:1


1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: NKJV

"In the Isthmus of Suez are Lake Timsa and the Great and Little Bitter lakes, OCCUPYING PART OF THE ANCIENT BED OF THE RED SEE. All three were DRY or MARSHY DEPRESSIONS previously to the cutting of the Suez Canal, at which time the waters of the Mediterranean and Red Sea were let into them (From Encyclopedia Britannica, Eleventh Ed., page 22)." "The most important change in the Red Sea has been the drying up of its northern extremity, 'the tongue of the Egyptian Sea’. The land about the head of the gulf (present Red Sea) has risen and that near the Mediterranean become depressed...the tongue of the Red Sea has dried up for a distance of at least 50 miles from its ancient head (Smith's Bible Dictionary, page 556)." The prophecy in <Isaiah 11:15> about the tongue of the Egyptian Sea has been fulfilled. The one about the Euphrates River is still to come.

Isa 11:15

15 The LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt; With His mighty wind He will shake His fist over the River, And strike it in the seven streams, And make men cross over dry-shod. NKJV

Etham, from where Israel turned back, was probably located somewhere along the present day Bitter Lakes. Israel could have crossed the northern part of Bitter Lakes or father north at Lake Timsa. The distance across the sea could have been 10 miles. That would fit with the description of the crossing. It took the Israelites ALL NIGHT to cross over <Ex. 14:21-27>. It must have been an awesome sight to see millions of Israelites, in martial array, in a column a couple of miles long marching through a path in the sea that was possibly a mile or more across.

Ex 14:21-27

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that the LORD looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. 25 And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians." 

26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen." 27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. NKJV

Because some believe the Hebrew word "soof" or "suf" translated "red" means "reed“ they think the Israelites only crossed through a swampy area. It doesn't matter what they think, the evidence in the Bible proves otherwise. The Hebrew word "suf” also means "seaweed" See <Jonah 2:5-6>. The Bible Advocate quotes Bernard F. Batto's article in the Biblical Archaeology Review that says, "'yam suf' really means the 'Sea of the End', and was used as a general term for the sea at the end of the land and any of its inlets...(Nov. 1988 issue, page 18)." See <Ex. 15:4, Num. 33:10 and I Kings 9:26>. The water was deep enough so that 600 men driving chariots, with possibly two horses, plus Pharaoh's army all drowned. ”Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the SEA SHORE <Ex. 14:30>." Anyone who has ever waded in the current of a river or the waves in the ocean knows the power of moving water.

Jonah 2:5-6

5 The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; The deep closed around me; Weeds were wrapped around my head. 6 I went down to the moorings of the mountains; The earth with its bars closed behind me forever; Yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O LORD, my God. NKJV

Ex 15:4


4 Pharaoh's chariots and his army He has cast into the sea;

His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. NKJV

Num 33:10

10 They moved from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. NKJV

1 Kings 9:26

26 King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, which is near Elath on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. NKJV

Ex 14:30

30 So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. NKJV

The miracle of the Red Sea was in the cloud that covered them in the day time, and in the pillar of fire at night, and in the faith of Moses, and IN THE WORD AND PURPOSE OF GOD. God didn't have to bring Israel out the way He did. But He did it for the good of all mankind. God said, "...and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and THE EGYPTIANS WILL KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD...<Ex. 14:4>." Joshua said God dried up the Red Sea "THAT ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH MAY KNOW THAT THE HAND OF THE LORD IS MIGHTY, SO THAT YOU MAY FEAR THE LORD YOUR GOD FOREVER <Joshua 4:24>."

Ex 14:4


4 "Then I will harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD." And they did so. NKJV

Josh 4:24

24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God forever." NKJV

ALL ABOUT THE CARNAL MIND

AND A SPIRITUAL MIND 

AND THE LAWS OF GOD

<ROMANS 8:5-11> A CARNAL MIND IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LAW OF GOD.

Rom 8:5-11

For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, indeed it cannot; and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, your spirits are alive because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in you. (RSV)

It can explain the law of God

interpret it


sing praises to God

remember it


pray to God

discuss it



believe Jesus exists

evaluate it


believe Jesus is resurrected

preach it



worship God

teach it



believe Jesus is coming again

BUT IT CAN NOT SUBMIT COMPLETELY TO THE LAW OF GOD.

In the Bible being devout is in relationship to the law of God. Outside, of the Bible a person can be devout to communism or to many forms of Idolatry.

There are DEVOUT MEN UNDER THE, LETTER OF THE LAW OF GOD.

<ACTS 2:5> – "Now (there) were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation of the (ones) under heaven."

Acts 2:5


Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. (RSV)

<ACTS 10:2-7> – "Cornelius – a devout man one who feared God with, all -his household l gave alms – prayed to God always; 

Acts 10:2-7

a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms liberally to the people, and prayed constantly to God. About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and saying to him, "Cornelius." And he stared at him in terror, and said, "What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. And now send men to Joppa, and bring one Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside." When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those that waited on him, (RSV)

<LUKE 23:50-54>; – Joseph of Arimathea – "a good- and upright main" – "waiting, for the kingdom of God.”

Luke 23:50-54

Now there was a man named Joseph from the Jewish town of Arimathe'a. He was a member of the council, a good and righteous man, who had not consented to their purpose and deed, and he was looking for the kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud, and laid him in a rock-hewn tomb, where no one had ever yet been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. (RSV)

There are TWO WAYS TO FULFILL THE LAW OF GOD. One ways is to keep the commandments in the LEITER (physically perform them) under the influence of the human-mind- OR-to keep the commandments in the SPIRIT (from the heart) under the influence of God's-divine mind.

A FLESHLY MIND CAN NOT CONSISTENTLY DO GOODOR BRING GOODNESS TO PERFECTION. Why not? , Because the LAW IS SPIRITUAL <Rom. 7:14> AND A CARNAL MIND CAN NOT TOTALLY SUBMIT TO THE SPIRITUS. LAW OF GOD. Read also <I Corinthians 2:14>.

Rom 7:14

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under (RSV)

1 Cor 2:14

The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (RSV)

The DIVINE MIND in a man can GROW in the KNOWLEDGE of God and in the OBEDIENCE to the law of God. Read <I Corinthians 1:10-16> "But we have the mind, of Christ,"

1 Cor 1:10-16

I appeal to you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chlo'e's people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren. What I mean is that each one of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I belong to Apol'los," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ." Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I am thankful that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Ga'ius; lest any one should say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Steph'anas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized any one else.) (RSV)

<Mark.7:6-13>-. 'There are devout men. who APPEAR to keep the law of God, but who are HYPOCRITES – they are devout to their own TRADITIONS.

Mark 7:6-13

And he said to them, "Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, 'This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men. 'You leave the commandment of God, and hold fast the tradition of men." And he said to them, "You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God, in order to keep your tradition! For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him surely die'; but you say, 'If a man tells his father or his mother, What you would have gained from me is Corban' (that is, given to God)-- then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, thus making void the word of God through your tradition which you hand on. And many such things you do." (RSV)

<2 Timothy 3:16> – all scripture is God breathed – see 

2 Tim 3:16

All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, (RSV)

<Matthew 4:4. Proverbs 30:15> – every word of God is flawless.

Matt 4:4

But he answered, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'" (RSV)

<Psalm 39:7-11> – the Law is perfect – the commandment is pure. 

Ps 39:7-11

"And now, Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in thee. Deliver me from all my transgressions. Make me not the scorn of the fool! I am dumb, I do not open my mouth; for it is thou who hast done it. Remove thy stroke from me; I am spent by the blows of thy hand. When thou dost chasten man with rebukes for sin, thou dost consume like a moth what is dear to him; surely every man is a mere breath! (RSV)

<Romans 7:14> – the Law is Spiritual.

Rom 7:14

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. (RSV)

There are DEVOUT MEN NOT UNDER law, .but ACCORDING TO LAW IN CHRIST (under the Spirit). – See , <Acts 9:10-18 and 22:12-13>. Also <2 Timothy 3:15> – "and that from a baby you (Timothyf know the Sacred Letters the (ones) being able to make you wise into salvation thorough faith THE (FAITH) in Christ Jesus."

Acts 9:10-18

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Anani'as. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Anani'as." And he said, "Here I am, Lord." And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street called Straight, and inquire in the house of Judas for a man of Tarsus named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen a man named Anani'as come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Anani'as answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." So Anani'as departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, (RSV)

Acts 22:12-13

"And one Anani'as, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there, came to me, and standing by me said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And in that very hour I received my sight and saw him. (RSV)

2 Tim 3:15

and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

A SPIRITUAL (DIVINE) MIND CAN bring goodness to perfection. 

<Romans 6:1-23> shows how man is f-reed from a carnal mind. 

Rom 6:1-23

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. Do not yield your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but yield yourselves to God as men who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.

What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! Do you not know that if you yield yourselves to any one as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.

I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once yielded your members to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now yield your members to righteousness for sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But then what return did you get from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the return you get is sanctification and its end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (RSV)

<I Peter 1:23> – "having been BORN NOT OUT OF PERISHABLE SEED BUT IMPERISHABLE, through word of living God' and remaining into the age." <John 3:3> – "born from ABOVE”

1 Pet 1:23

You have been born anew, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; (RSV)

John 3:3

Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God." (RSV)

<James 1:21-27> – "...receive the IMPLANTED WORD the word being able to save the souls of yours."

James 1:21-27

Therefore put away all filthiness and rank growth of wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if any one is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who observes his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. But he who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer that forgets but a doer that acts, he shall be blessed in his doing. If any one thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, this man's religion is vain. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. (RSV)

<I John 3:9> "...because GOD'S SEED remains in him..."

I Jn 3:9


No one born of God commits sin; for God's nature abides in him, and he cannot sin because he is born of God. (RSV)

RIGHTEOUSNESS (RIGHTWISENESS)

IS THE CHARACTER OR Quality OF BEING RIGHT OR JUST.

RIGHT ACTIONS CONSISTENT WITH GOD'S NATURE.

<Romans 9:30> – "...Even a righteousness OUT OF THE FAITH..." 

Rom 9:30

What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, righteousness through faith; (RSV)

<Galatians 2:16> – "...knowing that a man is not JUSTIFIED (made righteous) out of works of law (but) THROUGH FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST..."

Gal 2:16

yet who know that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no one be justified. (RSV)

<Philippians 3:9> – "and may be found in Him, NOT HAVING MY RIGHTEOUSNESS the (righteousness) out of law, but the (righteousness) through faith of Christ the righteousness OUT OF GOD upon the faith."

Phil 3:9


and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own, based on law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith; (RSV)

TRUTH SIGNIFIES "THE REALITY LYING AT THE BASIS OF AN APPEARANCE; THE MANIFESTED VERITABLE ESSENCE OF A MATTER" (Vine's Expository Dictionary). Truth is true to fact, conforming to reality, it means genuine.

<John 17:17> – "Sanctify them through your truth: YOUR WORD IS TRUTH."

John 17:17

Sanctify them in the truth; thy word is truth. (RSV)

<John 14:6> – "I am the 'WAY, THE TRUTH, and the LIFE."

John 14:6

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father, but by me. (RSV)

<Romans 2:20> – "...having the form of the KNOWLEDGE AND OF THE TRUTH IN THE LAW."

Rom 2:20

a corrector of the foolish, a teacher of children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth-- (RSV)

<Ephesians 4:21> – "If indeed you heard Him and in Him were taught, just AS TRUTH IS IN THE JESUS."

Eph 4:21

assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus. (RSV)

<John 8:32> "...you shall KNOW THE TRUTH, and THE TRUTH shall MAKE YOU FREE."

John 8:32

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." (RSV)

<John 16:13> – "when it, the SPIRIT OF THE TRUTH, is come, it will GUIDE YOU INTO ALL THE TRUTH.”

John 16:13

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. (RSV)

<2 Corinthians 11:10> – ”As the TRUTH OF CHRIST IS IN ME..."

2 Cor 11:10

As the truth of Christ is in me, this boast of mine shall not be silenced in the regions of Acha'ia. (RSV)

<2 Tinothy 2:15> – "rightly dividing the WORD OF THE TRUTH."

2 Tim 2:15

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. (RSV)

<I Peter 1:22> – "purified your souls in OBEYING THE TRUTH."

1 Pet 1:22

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere love of the brethren, love one another earnestly from the heart. (RSV)

<Romans 3:4> – "yea, LET God BE TRUE, but every man a liar."

Rom 3:4

By no means! Let God be true though every man be false, as it is written, "That thou mayest be justified in thy words, and prevail when thou art judged." (RSV)

<Revelation 19:11> – ”He that sat upon him (was) called FATIHFUL AND TRUE."

Rev 19:11

Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! He who sat upon it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. (RSV)

<GALATIANS 5:22-24> – "But the FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT (DIVINE MIND) IS LOVE, JOY, PEACE, LONGSUFFERING, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, SELF-CONTROL – against the such (there) is not a law. And the (ones) of the Christ CRUCIFIED THE FLESH with the passions and the desires." 

Gal 5:22-24

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. (RSV)

<I John 4:16> – "GOD IS LOVE." (GOD IS SPIRIT.

I Jn 4:16

So we know and believe the love God has for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. (RSV)

LOVE (AGAPE) 
is not jealous

does not boast.

is not puffed up (proud).


does not behave disgracefully.

is not selfish.



is not PROVOKED to anger.

does not keep records of the..

does not rejoice over the unrighteousness.

evil„of. the brethrerr. 

rejoices in the truth.


bears all (protects, covers).

always believes truth.


always expects (hopes).

always endures (patient).


<I Cor. 13:4-8>.

1 Cor 13:4-8

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends; as for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. (RSV)

JOY (XARA) FROM THE SPIRIT REALM IS GLADNESS, IT IS A BENEFIT.

It is the OPPOSITE OF SORROW.

<Luke 15:7> – "...there will be more JOY IN HEAVEN over ONE SINNER WHO REPENTS than over ninety-nine just persons..."

Luke 15:7

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. (RSV)

<John 15:11> – "..spoken to you so that THE JOY OF MINE may abide in you and the joy of yours may be made full..."

John 15:11

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. (RSV)

<I Peter 1:7-8> – "...in the revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you love, into whom now not seeing, believing but you rejoice in inexpressible and HAVING BEEN GLORIFIED JOY."

1 Pet 1:7-8

so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy. (RSV)

PEACE (EIRENE) OF"GOD IS A HARMONISED RELATIONSHIP WITH COD AND MEN...Peace is quietness and silence. Peace is being free of strife, hostility, violence, contention, competition and pain. Peace means unity and friendship. The PEACE OFFERING has been called the SALVATION OFFERING.

<Romans 8:6> -'"..the mind of the Spirit (is) life and 'PEACE." <John 16:33> – "...that IN ME YOU NIGHT HAVE PEACE."

Rom 8:6

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. (RSV)

John 16:33

33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." NKJV

<Romans 3:17> – ”...the WAY OF PEACE have they NOT KNOWN..." 

Rom 3:17

and the way of peace they do not know." (RSV)

<Romans 12:6-21> is a list of the gifts God gives for His people TO USE IN MAKING PEACE. 

Rom 12:6-12

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. (RSV)

<Verse 18> – ”If it is possible, AS MUCH AS DEPENDS UPON YOU, LIVE PEACEABLY WITH ALL

Rom 12:18
If possible, so far as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all. (RSV)

<Ephesians 2:14-15> – "For He Himself IS OUR PEACE, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, having ABOLISHED in His flesh THE ENMITY..."

Eph 2:14-15

For he is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, (RSV)

<I Peter 3:11> – ”Let him turn away FROM EVIL and LET HIM DO GOOD; let him SEEK PEACE AND PURSUE IT."

1 Pet 3:11

let him turn away from evil and do right; let him seek peace and pursue it. (RSV)

KINDNESS (XRESTOTES) IS KINDNESS SHOWN

It is goodness in ACTION

beneficence.

<2 Corinthians 6:4-10> – "But in all we commend ourselves as ministers of God: ...in purity, in knowledge, in longsuffering, IN KINDNESS, in Holy Spirit, in sincere love..."

2 Cor 6:4-10

but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. (RSV)

<Ephesians 4:32> – "And be KIND into one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another..."

Eph 4:32

and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you. (RSV)

<Titus 3:4> – ”But when THE KINDNESS and the love of God of the Savior of ours appeared..."

Titus 3:4

but when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, (RSV)

GOODNESS (AGATHOSUNE) 
DESCRIBES THAT WHICH IS GOOD IN ITS CHARACTER OR CONSTITUTION. “The moral quality of regenerate persons.

<Matthew 12:35> – "The good man out of the good ' treasure brings forth good.'.;"

Matt 12:35

The good man out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil man out of his evil treasure brings forth evil. (RSV)

<Matthew 19:17> – "And He said to Him, 'Why do you call Me good?' NO ONE IS GOOD EXCEPT ONE, THE GOD..."

Matt 19:17

And he said to him, "Why do you ask me about what is good? One there is who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments." (RSV)

<Romans 7:18> – "...IN MY FLESH dwells no good thing..." 

Rom 7:18

For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. (RSV)

<Romans 12:21> – ”Do not be overcome under the evil, but overcome the evil IN THE GOOD."

Rom 12:21

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. NKJV

<3 John 11> – "...He who DOES GOOD IS OF GOD, but he who does evil has not seen God ."

3 John 11

11 Beloved, do not imitate what is evil, but what is good. He who does good is of God, but he who does evil has not seen God. NKJV

FAITHFULNESS (PISTIS) IS PRIMARILY 'FIRM PERSUASION

CONVICTION BASED UPON HEARING.

Faith is assurance, belief, trust, fidelity.

<Hebrew 11:1> – "Now faith is assurance of (things) being hoped for the proof of things not being seen."

Heb 11:11

By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. (RSV)

<Hebrews 12:2> – "looking away into the Originator and Perfector of the faith, Jesus..."

Heb 12:2

looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (RSV)

<James 2:1> – "My brothers do not have THE FAITH OF THE LORD OF OURS of the glory of Jesus Christ with partiality."

James 2:1

My brethren, show no partiality as you hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. (RSV)

GENTLENESS (PRAOTES) MEANS MILD MANNERED – MEEK.

<Matthew 11:29> – "Take the yoke of Mine upon you and learn from Me, because I AM GENTLE AND LOWLY in the heart...”

Matt 11:29

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. (RSV)

<2 Timothy 2:25> - "IN.GENTLENESS instructing the (ones) opposing, perhaps God may 'give them repentance..."

2 Tim 2:25

correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth, (RSV)

SELF-CONTROL (EGKRATEIA)‘
means STRONG, STOUT, POWER, MASTER OF SELF. It is the CONTROLLING POWER OF THE WILL under the operation of the Holy Spirit. Temperance or continence is one form of self-control. See 'Vine’s Expository Dictionary and Bagster’s Greek Lexicon.

<2 Peter 1:6> – "to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance." Here self-control follows knowledge suggesting that KNOWLEDGE IS POWER THAT NEEDS CONTROLLING IN PRACTICE.

2 Pet 1:6

and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, (RSV)

<Titus 1:7-9>.– "For! the overseer must be...SELF-CONTROLLED, holding on to the faitful word according to the teaching, that he may be able to exhort in the healthful (sound) the teaching and to convince the (ones) contradicting.”

Titus 1:7-9

For a bishop, as God's steward, must be blameless; he must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, but hospitable, a lover of goodness, master of himself, upright, holy, and self-controlled; he must hold firm to the sure word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to confute those who contradict it. (RSV)

<I Corinthians 9:25> – "And everyone competing exercises self-control (in) all (things)."

1 Cor 9:25

Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. (RSV)

<I Corinthians 7:9> – "But if they are not exercising self-control let them marry..."

1 Cor 7:9

But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion. (RSV)

THE CARNAL MIND 
is described in <Galatians 5:19-21>.

Gal 5:19-21

Now the works of the flesh are plain: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, dissension, party spirit, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (RSV)

"Now the WORKS OF THE FLESH are evident –

adultery



fornication (illicit sex)

immorality (uncleanness)

licentiousness (debauchery)

idolatry




sorcery (drugs with witchcraft)

enmities




contentions

jealousies



outbursts of wrath 

selfish ambitions



dissensions (divisions) 

factions (heresies, sects)


envies

murder (hate)



drunkenness

revelries



and the like;

of which I tell you beforhand, just as I told you in the past, that those who PRACTICE such things WILL NOT INHERIT the kingdom of God." See also <Colossians 3:1-11 and Ephesians 5:1-14>.

Col 3:11


Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scyth'ian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all. (RSV)

Eph 5:1-14

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But fornication and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is fitting among saints. Let there be no filthiness, nor silly talk, nor levity, which are not fitting; but instead let there be thanksgiving. Be sure of this, that no fornicator or impure man, or one who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 

Let no one deceive you with empty words, for it is because of these things that the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them, for once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in but when anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said, "Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light." (RSV)

LET'S LOOK AT THE CARNAL MIND IN DIFFERENT SETTINGS.

1. The carnal (fleshly) mind WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD is ignorant of truth and is totally under the influence of evil and death. See <Romans 1:32 and Ephesians 2:11-12>. God is light and men who do not know God are in darkness. See <John 1:5, John 3:19-21 and I John 1:5>. Whatever good the carnal mind does WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD is accidental and not intended to please God.

Rom 1:32

32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them. NKJV

Eph 2:11-12

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands--remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. (RSV)

John 1:5

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (RSV)

John 3:19-21

And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who does what is true comes to the light, that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have been wrought in God. (RSV)

I Jn 1:5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no darkness at all. (RSV)

2. GIVEN THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD the carnal mind has truth and IS INFLUENCED TO DO GOOD. The knowledge of God was REVEALED to Israel when God gave them HIS LAWS in the form of a covenant. The ministry (covenant) which was engraved in letters on stone came with glory...<2 Cor. 3:7>. Having the knowledge of God gives man a DESIRE to please God. But since the carnal mind is full of enmity, KNOWLEDGE OF ITSELF does not have enough power to ALWAYS DO GOOD. Paul said, "I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature (carnal mind). For I HAVE THE DESIRE (KNOWLEDGE) TO DO WHAT IS GOOD, but I CAN NOT CARRY IT OUT" <Rom. 7:14-25>.

2 Cor 3:7

Now if the dispensation of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such splendor that the Israelites could not look at Moses' face because of its brightness, fading as this was, (RSV)

Rom 7:14-25

We know that the law is spiritual; but I am carnal, sold under sin. I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. So then it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin which dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin which dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I of myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. (RSV)

The DIVINE MIND (mind of Spirit) 
is not like the mind of flesh because it has only one setting which is being FULL of the knowledge of God and the POWER TO ALWAYS DO GOOD. See <Romans 8:9-lO and 2 Corinthians 3:2-3>.

Rom 8:9-10

But you are not in the flesh, you are in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Any one who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although your bodies are dead because of sin, your spirits are alive because of righteousness. (RSV)

2 Cor 3:2-3

You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on your hearts, to be known and read by all men; and you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human (RSV)

The wages of sin is death <Rom. 6:23>. Death comes to all, the ones sinning under the law and the ones sinning under the Spirit. The death of the sinner is not finalized if the sin is not intentional. Jesus pays for unintentional sins through His death and resurrection if there is repentance.

Rom 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. (RSV)

David was spared being put to death <2 Samuel chs. 11 & 12> UNDER THE LAW even though he knew he was sinning because God had MADE A COVENANT with him <2 Sam. 7:8-16 and 23:5>. Instead, David in his lifetime was punished in his flesh. See <2 Samuel 7:14> where the punishment applied to both David and Solomon. Because of the PROMISE God made to Abraham He applied the same principle of punishment to Israel as He did to David. Both David and Israel will receive eternal life in the resurrection of judgment.

2 Sam 7:8-16

Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house.

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. When he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men; but I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.'" (RSV)

2 Sam 23:5

Yea, does not my house stand so with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and secure. For will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire? (RSV)

Those who sin UNDER THE SPIRIT unintentionally or unknowingly and repent will be forgiven <I John 2:1>. But if the sin is willful and intentional the second death is the penalty <Heb. 6:4-5 and Jude 12-19>.

I Jn 2:1


My little children, I am writing this to you so that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; (RSV)

Heb 6:4-5

For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, (RSV)

Jude 1:12-19

These are blemishes on your love feasts, as they boldly carouse together, looking after themselves; waterless clouds, carried along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars for whom the nether gloom of darkness has been reserved for ever. It was of these also that Enoch in the seventh generation from Adam prophesied, saying, "Behold, the Lord came with his holy myriads, to execute judgment on all, and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness which they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against him." These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own passions, loud-mouthed boasters, flattering people to gain advantage. But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; they said to you, "In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions." It is these who set up divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. (RSV)

Because man was created With A DISPOSITION TO SIN and because man-sinned IN THE VERY BEGINNING BEFORE THERE WAS ATONEMENT FOR SIN, God planned'a' resurrection of judgment for all the generations of sinners who have died. All those in the resurrection of judgment will be provided an atonement (Jesus Christ) for sin so they will have an opportunity for eternal life.
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