GODLY RELIGIOUS CELEBRATIONS

A study by Glen Marshall

Moses did the first written instructions for God’s Holydays, so many people think that these days are to be only celebrated by the Jews. God is very specific in outlining His Holydays that He wants all of mankind to celebrate (Gen2:1-3, Lev23:1-2). Lets start by listing the days and then we can go into many of the details.

	HOLYDAY
	TIMING
	SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

	Sabbath
	Every 7th day of week.
	Lev23:3

	Passover
	Evening of the 14th of month 1.
	Exod12:1-14, Lev23:5, Deu16:1-2, Matt26:17-30, Luk22:7-23, John13:1-30

	Night of Solemn Observance to God
	Evening of the 15th of month 1.
	Exod12:39-42

	Unleavened Bread
	Day 15 through 21 of month 1.
	Exod12:15-20, Exod34:18, Lev23:6-8, Num28:17-25, Deu16:3-8

	Feast of First Fruits
	Sunday in the days 15 to 21 of  month 1.
	Lev23:9-14, Matt12:38-40, Luke24:1-10, John20:1-18

	Second Passover
	Day 14 of month 2.
	Num9:10-12

	Feast of Weeks

(Pentecost)
	50 days from the Feast of First Fruits
	Exod34:22, Lev23:15-21, Num28:26-31, Deu16:9-12, Acts2:1-13

	Feast of Trumpets
	Day 1 of month 7.
	Lev23:23-25, Num29:1-6

	Day of Atonement
	Day 10 of month 7.
	Lev23:26-32, Num29:7-11

	Feast of Tabernacles
	Day 15 through 21 of month 7.
	Exod34:22, Lev23:34-35, Num29:12-36, Deu16:13-15

	Last Great Day
	Day 22 of month 7.
	Lev23:36


God uses the Solar cycle to establish the length of a day. He starts the day at sundown, so the day goes from night time on into and through the daylight hours (Gen1:3-5). Because the spring Holydays were tied to the barley harvest (Lev23:10-11) and that was the time of year that Israel left Egypt, then God wanted that to be the first of the year. God uses the lunar cycle of 29.53059 days to establish the monthly schedule for the year, therefore 12 of these months are 11 days short of a full year. So the first month named Abib which means green ripe ears was to start no sooner than two weeks before the spring equinox because that is when the barley starts to ripen due to the altitude, latitude and Sirocco winds of the Promised Land. The spring equinox according to the current Gregorian calendar is on March 19, 20 or 21st, so the new moon that is no earlier then March 5 is the first of the sacred year. 

God asked that people (Num10:10) identify and celebrate the new moon so the first of each month could be established. This is something that either groups or individuals can do to verify the lunar cycle for a year and celebrate God’s Holydays on the correct day. This is something that should be done as the calculated Hebrew calendar misses some of the new moons and they also add days and postpone days to their desires and traditions, (Titus1:14-16) so one would not want to use it. God wants people to follow His very plain instructions and celebrate His Festivals.

Lets go through the details of each of God’s Holydays as He outlines them and discuss their meaning to people who are currently His children. These days are an annual reminder of God’s plan and purpose that He will work out for mankind. God says that these days are to be a statute forever for all people wherever they live. Jesus did not do away with them either except for the animal sacrifices (Matt5:17-20, Heb10:1-10).

SABBATH - It is the seventh or last day of the weekly cycle that God created. We are to rest on this day from our labors and worship God as the creator and sustainer of all physical things.

PASSOVER – Israel celebrated this by raising a lamb for 4 days and then killing and eating it at twilight as a family or with neighbors. Jesus changed the celebration for us to a private memorial of His sacrifice by washing other peoples feet, eat some bread as a sign of Jesus body and drink some wine as a sign of His blood shed for us on our behalf at twilight on the 14th day of month 1.

NIGHT OF SOLEMN OBSERVANCE TO GOD – This is celebrated by people with a meal to show appreciation to God for your escape from the slavery of sin at twilight on the 15th day of month 1.

UNLEAVENED BREAD – This is celebrated from day 15 to day 21 of month 1 by having removed leaven from your dwelling and only eating unleavened bread as a symbol of sin removal in your life. The first and last day no work can be done and a group should get together.

FEAST OF FIRST FRUITS – This is the Sunday during the Days of Unleavened Bread that should be celebrated forever. We should celebrate it because our brother and savior Jesus went to His Father on this day as the first of the first fruits. The current B.C. and A.D. was started by a monk (Dionysius Exiguus) in 532. He started A.D. at the birth of Christ but got it wrong. Modern scholars have found that Herod died in 750 Anno Urdis so Jesus had to be born before this date, which means He was born in 2 or 3B.C. or some scholars say it was 5 or 6B.C. So I have included a calendar for the years 27, 30 and 31A.D. when He could have died, that show the Passover was on a Wednesday. So Jesus satisfied the only sign that He was the savior by being resurrected after three days and three nights (Matt12:38-40) on Saturday evening and then waited around for Sunday morning to go to His Father.

SECOND PASSOVER – This is the 14th day of month 2 to be used by anyone who missed the first Passover in celebration.

PENTECOST – This is a Sunday that we should celebrate that is a memorial of the bulk distribution of God’s Holy Spirit after Jesus died and was resurrected. It is another day that no work is to be done on and a group should get together.

FEAST OF TRUMPETS – This is the 1st day of the 7th month that we can celebrate the future date when the trumpets will blow and Jesus will return. It is another day that no work is to be done on and a group should get together.

DAY OF ATONEMENT – This is the 10th day of the 7th month that the Jews used the High Priest to sacrifice for all their sins for the year. It is another day that no work is to be done on and a group should get together. We should celebrate this day because we have a Sacrifice and a High Priest in Jesus and the Father forgives and forgets our sins day by day. We are also already “at one ment” with God because He shares Himself with us through the Holy Spirit. We should also look forward to when we will be “at one ment” as a member of the God family in the Kingdom when Jesus returns one day.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES – The 15th through the 21st day of the 7th month. The first day (15th) no work is to be done and a group should get together. The Jews celebrated these days as a thanksgiving for the harvest and to commemorate their life in the wilderness. We should celebrate these days looking to the future Kingdom of God that will rule the world with Jesus as Emperor. 

LAST GREAT DAY – The 22nd day of the 7th month. It is another day that no work is to be done on and a group should get together. We should celebrate this day looking forward to the period when all mankind will be resurrected and have a period to qualify for the family of God as well.

God clearly says that men should bring offerings based on their current blessings three times a year, to only the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) and the Feast of Tabernacles (Deu16:16-17). There are many sources of information available about phases of the moon that one can use to schedule observance of God’s Holydays. Take a source and visually verify that the dates on the list are correct by looking for a new moon each month at night, then pick the new moon that falls after the 5th of March as the first of the year. One source is a website of the U.S. Naval Observatory, that is http://aa.usno.navy.mil/AAmain.html. I have attached pages from it that cover 2003 to 2015. 

God tells us that we are to follow His ways that have been clearly recorded in the Bible and not get involved with the traditions of mankind (Matt15:3-9, Mark7:6-13, Luke6:46-49, Col2:6-8, Rev18:4). We are not to try to follow man’s ways of worship to gods (Deu12:29-32, II Kings17:15, Matt 5:19-20) nor teach others to do the same. If you look into the current Christian Holidays and the methods of celebration you will see that they have been around long before Jesus was and came from pagan idolatry. God did not say to celebrate Christ birth, which was in the autumn. Christmas is carried over from the pagan celebration for the invincible sun because of the shortest day of the year. God does not want us to decorate trees either (Jere10:3-4). We are to celebrate Christ’s death and resurrection, which is Passover and Feast of First Fruits. Easter is a celebration carried over from the pagan goddess Ishtar. Other pagan celebrations are Valentines and Halloween. God wants us to avoid these as a form of worship to Him, and be sure we follow His instructions for life. (Matt7:21-23).
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