Blue Fringe

Religion,  Internal-External?
Some Humorous innuendoes.  Don’t be trapped by the “lead in” of words.
3/20/03 by JW

How would you place external laws and put them into the internal part of the people.

 Deut 11:18

Deut 11:18  "Therefore you shall lay up these words of mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

Deut 11:19  "You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

You shall impress these words on your heart and sole.

Many people to this as a metaphor.

This actually is talking about internalizing them.  But people are not quick enough to actually grasp the principle.

Deut 6:8-9

Deut 6:8  "You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes.

Deut 6:9  "You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

God came up with a method.  To remind you of these things from moving them into your heart.

Num. 15: 37

Um 15:38  "Speak to the sons of Israel, and tell them that they shall make for themselves tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their generations, and that they shall put on the tassel of each corner a cord of blue.

The Lord said to Moses as follows: Speak to the Israelite people and instruct them to make for themselves fringes (tzitzit) on the corners of their garments throughout the ages; let them attach a cord of blue to the fringe at each corner. (Numbers 15: 37-38)
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Num. 15:39  "And it shall be a tassel for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, so as to do them and not follow after your own heart and your own eyes, after which you played the harlot,

Num. 15:40  in order that you may remember to do all My commandments, and be holy to your God.

Tassel or fringes on the corners of their garment.

As long as there are Israelites existing.   Cord of Blue is what secured it to your garments.

A fringe, a thing that hangs down.

Like when people graduate.   A cord of blue.

When you look at it, you will remember not to follow after your own heart.

Deut 22:12

Deut 22:12  "You shall make yourself tassels on the four corners of your garment with which you cover yourself.

Supposed to do it throughout your generations.  Maybe... maybe not.

Did Jesus do it.  Why?

At the time of Palestine at Jesus day.  The Jews did that. 

They had a cord of blue.   On the corners of their garments.

Matt 9:20

Mat 9:20  And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe (hem: 2899. kraspedon, kras'-ped-on; of uncert. der.; a margin, i.e. (spec.) a fringe or tassel:-- border, hem.)   of His cloak;

Mat 9:21  for she was saying to herself, "If I only touch His garment  (2440. himation, him-at'-ee-on; neut. of a presumed der. of  ennumi (to put on); a dress (inner or outer):--apparel, cloke, clothes, garment, raiment, robe, vesture)   , I shall get well."

Mat 9:22  But Jesus turning and seeing her said, "Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well." And at once the woman was made well.

Here was a woman that had a hemorrhage for 12 years.  She touched the fringe of his cloak.  His Coat...His Garment

Greek work crispedon........or Kraspendon (Fringe or Tassel)

A little fringe hanging down from the edge of the mantle or cloak.

Jews had them attached to their closed.

Here was Jesus Christ, and He did it.

Num. 15:38

Mat 14:36   ...here you see it again.   

The fringe of his cloak   (NAS)

They looked on JESUS CHRIST as a very holy man.   A symbol that he was under the obedience of the law because that was what was expected.

Jesus did it, you should do it......   Lets start a new doctrine.

People make a doctrine out of it.  It wouldn’t be new at all.  Should this be a doctrine?

And this gets back to my question of  “Internal or External religion?”

Mat 9:20

Mat 9:20  (KJV) And, behold, a woman, which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, came behind him, and touched the hem of his garment:

the fringe of His cloak;

Ma 14:36

Mat 14:36  and they began to entreat Him that they might just touch the fringe (2899. kraspedon, kras'-ped-on; of uncert. der.; a margin, i.e. (spec.) a fringe or tassel:-- border, hem)   of His cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.

MK 6:56

Mark 6:56  Wherever He entered into villages, cities, or in the country, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem (fringe ) of His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well.

Lk. 6:

Lk 8:44

Luke 8:44  came up behind Him, and touched the fringe of His cloak; and immediately her hemorrhage stopped.

They were to move it from external to the internal. He understood the people only could deal with the physical things.  He knew people had to see Miracles, and even then barely believed.  He made the physical things quite obvious.  But he also knew if you loved God you would internalize it and make it of the heart, not just a bunch of string.

So there are a lot of scriptures that teach what God and Christ wanted people to grasp.

Jer 5:23   He knew it was of the heart.

Jer 4:4

Circumcise the foreskins of the heart.

Jer 9:25-26

Jer 9:25  "Behold, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "that I will punish all who are circumcised and yet uncircumcised--

Jer 9:26  Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the sons of Ammon, and Moab, and all those inhabiting the desert who clip the hair on their temples; for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart."
Deut 10:16

Deut 10:16  "Circumcise then your heart, and stiffen your neck no more.

Deut 30:6

Deut 30:6  "Moreover the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live.

Isa 29:13

People honor with me with lips, but remove their heart.  People give lip service but really don’t want to do what is God’s will for them.
Matt 15:8 JESUS CHRIST quoted this.

Mat 15:8  'THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.

Mat 15:9  'BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.'"

The trick was to try to get these laws and character into the heart of the people and away from the external.

John the Baptist’s  parents walked according to the law perfectly.

 Many other Jews did all the things right  as they could be, and they has the external show.  Props....  That’s all that the cord is, is props.
.

What is the danger to these external props.?

Deut 5:29

Deut 5:29  'Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me, and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with them and with their sons forever!

Oh that they has such a heart..... In their hearts.

I wish they has a heart in them.  

From the external to the internal.

The external thing became a very fashionable thing to do in the religion of the day.

The external appearance took over as the first place.  The bloody woman wanted to touch something physical to affirm her belief... her faith.
They forget the purpose.

Appearance was more important than the internal feeling.

A lot of things are done for appearance.  

3 songs before church.   (3 Dwight’s... A sermonette...A Dwight...A Sermon...A Dwight. )  (Dwight’s are Dwight Armstrong written Hymns.  For those that are a little slow on the uptake. )    (Certain weekly rituals) Standing up to sing.  Taking good notes.  Marking bibles.  Briefcases that show you have equipment.  Suits, ties, dresses, hem length, long hair on women, short hair on men.  No bold jewelry.  Sanctimonious  praying.  Repetitive praying.  

A lot of things are done for appearance.  Tradition and an orderly prop.  Does that make it wrong?  No.  Absolutely not.  But when the chant becomes more important than singing actual praises.  How many people know the words of the song, sing them, but never pause to think about what or why they are mouthing the words. 

Mat 6:1  

Beware.

Mat 6:1  "Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.

Mat 6:2  "When therefore you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.

Mat 6:3  "But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing

Mat 6:4  that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Mat 6:5  "And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.

Mat 6:6  "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.

Mat 6:7  "And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition, as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.

Mat 6:8  "Therefore do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need, before you ask Him.

Even prayer turns into a hypocritical thing.

Not a public occasion.   For show.  Some people pray on the main street with everyone is going by.

“Everybody sees me on the Main St.”

I know Jews today that wear their tassels to be seen of men.  They look very pious, with their skull caps on.  Very Spiritual.   Tears in his eyes.   Look at him.   Cars coming by.   Right in the middle of the mall.   Some have the blue tassels.   Where everyone could see it.   In order to be seen by men.

People would think they were religious.  People would regard them as spiritual.

Mt 23:4

Mat 23:4  "And they tie up heavy loads, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as a finger.

Mat 23:5  "But they do all their deeds to be noticed by men; for they broaden their phylacteries, (5440. phulakterion, foo-lak-tay'-ree-on; neut. of a der. of G5442; a guard-case, i.e. "phylactery" for wearing slips of Scripture texts:--phylactery.)  

and lengthen the tassels (2899. kraspedon, kras'-ped-on; of uncert. der.; a margin, i.e. (spec.) a fringe or tassel:-- border, hem.)   of their garments.

Attached by a blue cord.   They came up to Jesus and touched it... Jesus said somebody touched me.  People were wanting to touch the tassels of His  garment.

It was the dress of the day for Jews.   And Jesus was a Jew.  People knew he was and He did not stand out as being anything else.   He fit right in.   He was unnoticeable at the time and was of course almost singly unidentifiable.

What are Phacteron   Phylacteries. 

The command "And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and they shall be for frontlets between thine eyes" (Deut. 6:8) was practiced by Jews from early times. In the Second Temple period the sages established that tefillin (phylacteries; amulets in Greek) would include four scriptural passages inscribed on parchment placed in box-like containers made of black leather. One of the phylacteries was worn one on the left arm and the other on the forehead. These served "as a sign upon your hand and as a symbol on your forehead that with a mighty hand the Lord freed us from Egypt" (Exodus 13:9, 16). 

The Dead Sea region has now yielded the earliest phylactery remains, both of the leather containers and the inscribed strips of parchment. As a rule, phylacteries include the same four selections, two from the book of Exodus (Exod. 13:1-10; 13:11-16) and two from Deuteronomy (Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21). The scriptural verses were penned in clear minuscule characters on the elongated writing material, which was folded over to fit the minute compartments stamped into the containers.

Any kind of safeguard in Greek.  In the NT.  A small piece of leather and tie it with leather straps.   And later it was standardized.  The Jews did this.

The statement to bind  on your forehead.   Strapped to your head.

A small leather box containing four texts of Scripture, Deut. vi. 4-9, xi. 13-21, Ex. xiii. 1-10, 11-16, written in Hebrew letters on vellum and worn by Jews during morning prayer on all days except the Sabbath, as a reminder of the obligation to keep the law. Cf. Deut. xi. 18 'Ye shall bind them [my words] for a sign upon your hand, and they shall be for frontlets between your eyes. ...
b.) fig. A reminder: a religious observance or profession of faith; an ostentatious or hypocritical display of piety or rectitude, a mark of Pharisaism; a burdensome traditional observance..." (OED) 

There you would have the commandments.

Tied to their heads.

And had them tied to their arms.

With scripture texts.

Like the 10 Commandments.

This was becoming an end.  A physical end to focus their attention.  Focus their attention on an external object.  Not the internal intent.

Eze 11:19

Ezek 11:19  And I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within you; and I will take the stony heart out of their flesh, and will give them an heart of flesh:

Ezek 11:20  That they may walk in my statutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God.

JESUS CHRIST read this.   He was trying to teach this internally.  A way of life.

Eze 18:31 

Ezek 18:31  "Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel?

Christ intended people not use the external as a means to an end.   I’m going to write them into their hears in internalize them.   Instead people began to put emphasis on a big wide ribbon and broaden the hems.

Like Zorro  with all this leather on.  The supperman uniform.  You had to have the mask and uniform to do big things.  

It was all A big Show.

Phylacteries cover the whole forehead.  A whole forehead, So everyone sees.    Wow look at the size of his phylacteries.

JESUS CHRIST saw all this.   He knew that this is not what God wanted.

Mk 7:18

Mark 7:18  And He said to them, "Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him;

Mark 7:19  because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated?" (Thus He declared all foods clean the Protestants of today say. (Poor excuse))

Mark 7:20  And He was saying, "That which proceeds out of the man, that is what defiles the man.

Mark 7:21  "For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornication’s, thefts, murders, adulteries,

Mark 7:22  deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness.

Mark 7:23  "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

This scripture is not what you happen to eat.  That is taking it out of context to try to prove God supports what you personally want to do. 

I think we have something wrong here JESUS CHRIST says.

He’s see where things have taken a different turn.

Rom 2:

Circumcism  is of the Heart.

Gal.  6.

A new Creature in Christ that is what is important.

He is going to write it on our heart.

Rom 7:22

Rom 7:22  For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man,

Rom 7:23  but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

It’s not what people see.   It used to be a big fetish on how you could mark your bible rulers and compasses and write real fine.  If you had pretty inspired margins, it showed you had spent much time studying the details of each scripture and you had it “down”.

When you a bible with different marks, you knew this was a well versed person.   Actually, often, you can get yourself perverted if all you read is the marks.  People got into that outward thing.

These were “Study Bibles”  with everything the ministers said.

Big heavy notebooks filled with notes.   You knew that person was spiritual.

You can get into this in hair lengths.   The longer the better.  The most spiritual.

Makeup, beards.  Skirt lengths.   Whole wheat Bread.  Raw Sugar...

Candy or sugar.   Many things could become spiritual issues. JESUS CHRIST wants us to avoid the pitfalls.   That doesn’t mean health laws are wrong, nor instruction in what God intended man to eat and not eat.  It can be an end unto itself.

People are often clouded with wrong focus.  They became an end to themselves.   

God said, I will write it in their hearts and minds.

The Holy Spirit is written it in your hearts.  Not your tassels.  You probably don’t need a frontlet or blue string to become a graven image as a means of worship, or to come between you and your Savior.

